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SHAKER SQUARE AREA

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION-SHAD

Vol.45 No.3

17" Annual Run for Peace
Sunday, April 23

Participants will meet
~ "\ at Our Lady of
"\ Peace for the 5k
or 1-mile walk at
9:15 a.m. at the
corner of East 126™
Street and Larchmere
Boulevard. Virtual participants are
asked to run 3 miles, walk 2 miles
or perform any exercise of their
choosing and post a report of their
activity and photo on the OLP
Facebook page. Children K-3 can
partake in the Tot Trot category.
Registration is $20 and $5 for kids.
To register, visit olpchurch.com or
contact Matt Foder at 216.308.8302
or musicdirector@olpchurch.com.

&% Larchmere

24" Annual Larchmere

Community Plant Sale
Saturday, May 13 & Sunday, May 14

Get a start on your summer
plantings! Pots, flats, hanging
baskets of flowers, veggies, herbs
and houseplants will be available
for purchase. Order by May 6 for
best selection and a 10 percent
discount. The Mother’s Day
weekend sale proceeds benefit
LCA activities. More information
at larchmereplantsale@ameritech.
net or call/text 216.269.9060.

Other Important Dates

Outdoor North Unions

Farmers Market:
Saturday, April 1- 8 a.m. to noon

Larchmere Sidewalk Sale:
Saturday, May 27 & Sunday, May 28

Larchmere Rock

The Blocks

Sunday, June 1 a
PorchFest: et
Saturday, June 24

See page 10 for more details.

SPRING 2023

AJConne

FOR THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE, WORK AND SHOP IN THE SHAKER SQUARE AREA

: Morelands Group, City Call Out
- Slum Landlords

By Thomas Jewell

In a shadowy, big money game

. involving out-of-town property owners
- playing musical chairs with neglected
. apartment buildings, tenants around
Shaker Square continue to fight

. for a rightful place at the table.

Cleveland City Council President

. and Larchmere resident Blaine

. Griflin, along with Ward 4 Council
- Member Deborah Gray, recently
introduced plans to add “civil

* nuisance abatement orders” to the

: city code, targeting deadbeat and

. very hard-to-reach landlords.

“Basically, if they are not going

- to take care of their property, we're

- going to pursue legal action to try

to take it away from them, or hold

* them accountable,” Griffin said at a

. press conference outside an apartment
. complex where residents have been

. living in “deplorable and especially

- unconscionable” conditions.

In “really sticking their necks out,”

Griffin gave a lot of credit to The

* Morelands Group and their tenant

. engagement efforts, spearheaded by

. Meg Weingart, Bob Render and former
. Cleveland City Council President Jay

free

and mailed free
to SHAD members.

Call 216.421.2100
to join.

Westbrook, a Shaker Square transplant
coming over from the west side.

Westbrook called Shaker Square
“the most spectacular part of Cleveland
I’ve ever seen, and the most diverse
community” in terms of race, class,
economics and gender preference.

“But there is one very distinct
threat, and it’s people like this
ownership group from New York,”
Westbrook said. “They have seen on
their spreadsheets a place to make
ultra-profits—without lifting a finger.

“They just rake it in, and they
don’t intend on ever hearing people’s
concerns, or ever putting any money
back,” Westbrook added. “They
only want to take money out. And
that is not the Cleveland way.”

Griffin remembered getting calls
in zero-degree weather on Christmas
morning from apartment residents
who had no heat or hot water.

He also commended Cleveland
Building and Housing Director Sally
Martin and the city law department
for their work on the proposed civil
nuisance abatement legislation, as well
as Cleveland Housing Court Judge
W. Mona Scott, for “doing everything
in her power to hold accountable
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the fourth group that has owned
these apartments in three years.”

As far as Gray is concerned, they’re
all “slum landlords that we need to
make sure are called out for everything
they haven’t done.” That included
answering the phone only once before
they realized she was on council, at
which point they quit picking up.

Westbrook said that in
many cases, the tenants have
invested more in the apartment
buildings than the “speculative
predators” from distant places.

“People need to know what's
at stake - this is probably
the largest concentration of
affordable housing in all of
Cleveland,” Westbrook said,
estimating that “out of 2,000 units
here, 1,000 are at risk. We need to
preserve them, not lose them.”

See Morelands Group, City Call Out Slum
Landlords, page 9

The long-awaited second phase

- of the Buckeye-Woodhill Choice
Neighborhood Transformation

- has begun, with the Woodhill

. Center East building breaking

. ground this past February.

Located at 11305 Woodland Ave.,

- Woodhill Center East will create 77
quality affordable apartments for

* families and revitalize the Buckeye-
. Woodhill community. There will be
. 28 one-bedroom, 43 two-bedroom
. and six three-bedroom units available.
- At least 58 units will be reserved

- for existing Woodhill Homes
residents, 19 units affordable will

* be added for new residents. This

. phase of the project is expected to

* be complete sometime in 2024.

=

The second phase of the Buckeye-Woodhill
Choice Neighborhood Transformation
broke ground on Friday, Jan. 27.

Second Phase of Buckeye-Woodhill Choice
- Breaks Ground

By Kristen Romito
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See Second Phase of Woodhill Choice

Breaks Ground, page 6
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SHAD Member Benefit: Neighborhood Shopping Savings

ACADEMY TAVERN
216.229.1171
Breakfast-lunch-dinner 10% off
(excludes alcoholic beverages).
Dine-in only!

APPLES READING & MATH TUTORS
216.820.3800
10% off on math sessions. Free weekly

reading sessions with monthly enrollment.

ATLAS CINEMAS
216.331.6825

Discount for anyone is $5 on
Mondays before 6 pm.

A CULTURAL EXCHANGE
216.229.8300

One free membership with purchase
of one membership in children’s

book club, “Read, Baby, Read!”

BIG AL'S DINER

216.791.8550

10% off breakfast or lunch, except
daily specials. Mon—Fri. only!

CAPTAIN TONY’S
216.561.8669

10% discount on pick-up &
delivery orders.

CHRISTOPHER AMIRA STUDIO
216.991.9992
15% off all hair services.

CLEVELAND CITY DANCE
216.295.2222

One free trial dance class for children
and adults; one per family.

New students only! Cannot be
combined with other offers.

CORCORAN FINE ARTS GALLERY
216.767.0770

10% off any certified appraisal or valuation
by Cleveland’s only certified appraiser.

FAIRHILL PARTNERS
216.421.1350

10% discount on Wellness and
Wisdom courses.

FIDDLEHEAD GALLERY
216.231.9400

10% off almost everything (excluding
consignment.) Additional 5% off cash
and check, no other offer valid.

LARCHMERE FIRE WORKS
216.246.4716

10% off glassblowing, blacksmithing
and glass fusing classes. Call to schedule.

LARCHMERE IMPORTS
216.229.8000

10% off all services, free
loaners and valet service

LOGANBERRY BOOKS
216.795.9800
10% off on 5 books or more.

LOOK STUDIO

216.231.5665

10% off haircuts, color, shellac nails, and
pedicures (excluding master stylist.)

In Memoriam

Lynne Alfred

Beloved community advocate
Lynne Alfred passed away this
past November.

Former SHAD board member
and community advocate Lynne
Alfred passed away November 13,
2022. Lynne touched many lives in
the Shaker Square community as
a leader who managed to improve
everything she touched. Whether
representing SHAD or Larchmere
Community Association or
Larchmere Merchants Association
she contributed an uncommon
depth of skills to many initiatives
and projects, including the
production and placement of
the Larchmere community
mural. Lynne graduated from
the University of Michigan with
a degree in Sociology and later
earned a law degree at Case

Western Reserve University after
the birth of her children. Her law
career took her to Squire Sanders,
then British Petroleum. Eventually,
Lynne and her husband Robert
Hanson opened the renowned
wearable arts and crafts boutique,
The Dancing Sheep, on Larchmere
Boulevard, operating it from 1998
to 2021. Lynne is survived by

her husband Robert Hanson; her
children, Lesley Cawley, Michael
Durchslag and Halle Durchslag;
five grandchildren; sister Alys
Mancoff and brother Alan
Belofsky; three step-children and
five step-grandchildren. She will be
fondly remembered as a caring and
creative force in the community.

Join Shaker Square Area Development Corp.
Your support sustains, maintains, improves & grows our neighborhoods!

To become a member, call 216.421.2100 or go to shad.org.

YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN SHAD:

« Maintains our charming, artistic,
accessible residential community

- Preserves this architectural gem

- Encourages local businesses and
restaurants to thrive

- Contributes to fun, area activities

- Provides you with discounts from
our merchants

MEMBER BENEFITS

- Tax deductible membership fees

« The SHAD Connection mailed to your
home or business

- Special discounts from participating local
merchants listed here in Neighborhood
Shopping Savings

We Are Buckeye Neighborhood Plan Complete

The multi-year community planning

process is done and its findings are

recapped in a report that is published for
the public to review. To find out Burten,
Bell, Carr Development Inc.’s 5-year plan
for the Buckeye-Shaker neighborhood, read
the planning documents at wearebuckeye.
com. Have questions? Contact BBC Director
of Neighborhood Planning and Engagement
Bianca Butts at bbutts@bbcdevelopment.org.
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MARTEL SALON
216.721.4100

Spray tanning now offered.

$10 discount for all new clients.

OUR FAVORITE THINGS

BOUTIQUE & EVENT CENTER
216.536.7928

Free essential oil with $35.00 purchase.

REUBEN HARRIS JR.- AGENT

STATE FARM INSURANCE
216.731.6111 ¢ reubenharris.com

Free quotes. Mention this ad and $10 will
be contributed to A Cultural Exchange
with the purchase of a new policy.

THE RUTLEDGE GROUP, INC.
216.561.4444 x 207

Provide free insurance quotes on all auto,
home, business and commercial business.

SHAKER SQUARE DRY CLEANING
& TAILORING

216.751.3500

10% off any dry cleaning or tailoring.

Advertise!

The SHAD Connection
Deadlines Summer Issue

For advertising rate and

ad size information and media kit
go to shad.org or call us

at 216.421.2100.

Reserve ad space for the SHAD
Connection Summer issue
covering June, July, August

by Thursday, April 6.

Ad artwork is due no later than:
Wednesday, April 26.

Send artwork to Jim at
jgdalessandro@gmail.com.

Your ads support
and serve your local
communities!

A
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SHAD MISSION STATEMENT

To provide the Shaker Square area with
the leadership needed to re-imagine and
foster well-maintained, diverse and
vibrant neighborhoods.

NEIGHBORHOODS COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS

« Apartment Corridor « Shaker Square

« CHALK « Larchmere Blvd.

+ Drexmore/Chadbourne  « Van Aken Plaza

« Historic Shaker Square « Shaker Boulevard West

+ Larchmere

+ Ludlow

SHAKER SQUARE AREA

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Officers The SHAD Connection
Mary Ann Kovach is a free, non-profit tabloid-
President size newspaper published
Maryann Tegowski by Shaker Square Area

Development Corporation
four times a year in
September, November,

First Vice-President
Brian Siggers

Second Vice-President March
Kristen Schmidt arch,

and June.
Secretary

Circulation: 7,500

George W. Palda per issue and online

Treasurer at shad.org

Trustees Mailing Address
Lyr?da Bernays The SHAD Connection
China Brown Shaker Square Area

Melissa Garrett-Hirsch
Fran Kalafatis
Peter Linberger

Development Corporation
11811 Shaker Boulevard
Suite 106

Ui MECGy Cleveland, Ohio 44120
Harriet Niles

Mary Norris-Pack Telephone

Theresa Pollard 216.421.2100

Janine Rybka Editor E-mail

Emma Visnic info@shad.org

THE SHAD CONNECTION

©2023, Shaker Square Area Development Corp.
All rights reserved.
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lopment Inc. along with its radio station WOVU 95.9 kicked off the holiday
season on Shaker Square with a visit from Santa, music and giveaways on Friday, Dec. 16.

Popping Into Place on Larchmere

By Adam Zimmerman

Jessica Parkison and Jill Vedaa
are busy at work building out
Poppy, the newest addition to
their restaurant collection, which
includes the acclaimed Salt+.
“Don’t ask me when my restaurant
is opening,” reads Parkison’s
sweatshirt. The message is satirical of
course — Jessica is happy to share that
Poppy will be opening in March.
Located at the former Felice Urban
Café address, Poppy hopes to retain the
character and charm of its building’s
predecessor. However, as the kitchen
construction and scattered ladders
indicate, there is also work to be done.
The business partners are reimagining
the space. “We plan to winterize
the outdoor bar by turning it into a
speakeasy year-round,” Parkison shares.
“We are also moving the second-floor
bar downstairs to the main entrance.”
Poppy will offer several popular Sale+
dishes, including calamari and white
bean puree. But do not be mistaken;

Poppy will have its own original
appeal. Vedaa adds, “We do not want
to mimic what we are doing elsewhere.
While Salt+ is focused on small plates,
Poppy will have a traditional style
menu with a focus on seasonality.”

The vision for Poppy began in late
2022, when Parkison and Vedaa were
contacted by the owners of Felice
Urban Café about transitioning the
property over to them. The business
partners were intrigued by the
location. “We fell in love with the
patio immediately,” Parkison adds.

The team also mentioned the nearby
Opportunity Corridor as an asset that
would help drive potential customers.

The namesake for Poppy carries a dual
meaning. “My grandmother’s name was
Poppy,” Parkison states. “[Felice] is very
reminiscent of her home.” Poppy is also
the state flower for California, which
serves inspiration in the pair’s vision.

Parkison and Vedaa had aspired to
manage three restaurants. The business

partners met 12 years ago and together
established Salt+, in Lakewood. Before

HEIGHTS HARDWARE
SINCE 1911

Just Minutes Away From Shaker Square!
1792 Coventry Road, Cleveland Hts.
216-321-4701
www.heightshardware.com
Open 7 days a week Mon-Sat 9am-6pm &
Sundays 11-4

ACE

Azzenson’s Coventry
Awtigues & Boolks

Since 1965
Explore our Eclectic, Ever Changing Inventory

Jewelry, Art, Furniture, Books, Collectibles,
Vintage Clothing, Curiosities, More!
Estate Liquidation Services

1771-75 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-321-2515
Open Noon-5:00 p.m. Mon.—Sat.
www.AttensonsAntiques.com

Capital Properties

Management
LTD

Apartment Homes Serving the
Shaker Square & Larchmere Areas

SHAKER PARK EAST
2540 NORTH MORELAND
SHAKER HEIGHTS

THE SHAKER HOUSE &

SHAKER TOWN HOUSE
12805/12931 SHAKER BLVD.
CLEVELAND

THE CORMERE
13302 CORMERE AVENUE
CLEVELAND
We now accept 1 dog per apt. at Park East only;
2 cats per apt. at all 3 properties.

For details visit us online

www.cpm-ltd.com
Office at 12929 Shaker Blvd. Cleveland

(216) 991-3057

the Felice Urban Café had contacted
them, they had already been planning
Evelyn, a Gordon Square location set
to open in the Fall. Thus, each have
been hard at work in planning two
separate restaurant launches in one year.
The tandem is certainly up for the
challenge. Each carry quite the talent —
not only do each have years of culinary
leadership experience, but Vedaa
has also been a semifinalist for three
James Beard Awards which recognize
excellence in the culinary profession.

People are at the center of Parkison
and Vedaa’s mission. “Our employees
are our core,” Parkison stresses. “If they
are treated well, there will be mutual
respect throughout.” The restaurant is
expecting to hire over 20 employees.

Poppy will be open primarily
for dinner initially, but following
its soft open, it will roll out lunch
and dinner Monday through
Friday and dinner on Saturday.

Poppy, 12502 Larchmere Blvd.

Poppy owners Jill Vedaa (left) and Jessica Parkison.
JOHN H. LAWSON
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
THE LAW OFFICES OF JOHN H. LAWSON
4614 Prospect Ave., East, Suite 323
Cleveland, OH 44103
216-881-9675 - 216-417-2300 FAX
cwlegal2@yahoo.com
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Heard Around the Square

by Margaret Simon

January’s MLK celebration was a
memorable collaboration that included
the City, Schools, and Library and
featured a keynote address by Reverend
Dr. Otis Moss, Jr. Winners of the
Library’s essay contest were introduced
and read their inspiring words to a most
appreciative audience. Congratulations
to Michael Peoples, Claire Richards,
Ameerah Marie Ford, Robbie
McCullough, Asher Nave, and Molly
Weingart. Thanks to the Friends of
the Shaker Library for underwriting
the prizes. Special thanks go to Shaker
PTO’s Paulanita Barker and Brooke
Bribriesco.

This March, Shaker Library joins the
City Club of Cleveland and eight other
public library systems to create a shared
reading experience for the Greater
Cleveland community. Read and
discuss the Pulitzer Prize-winning book,
“Invisible Child: Poverty, Survival &
Hope in an American City” by Andrea
Elliot, who will speak at Playhouse
Square on March 6. On Wednesday
evening March 8, Shaker Library will
host A Community Conversation on
Poverty in Shaker Heights featuring
representatives from local organizations.
Hear from those with expertise and
contribute your own ideas about how to
meet this challenge. Then come back to
the library on Saturday, March 25 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a Community
Resource Fair where local agencies will
be on hand to share resources relating
to food, housing, mental health,
senior, youth and family services, civic

education and voter registration. All are
welcome to browse the tables of local
service providers, gathering what they
need or want to share with others. Plus a
light lunch will be served.

Rock on, gentlemen! Congratulations
to Shaker High School’s Drew English,
Devan Bhatia and Jack Landever for
advancing to the 2023 Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame Rock Off finals! Their
band, Foulmouth, competed in the Final
Exam at the Rock Hall on February 25.

Monica Boone produced and
directed an Old School + New School
Poetry Jam pairing teens with poets
and featuring poet Donald King last
February at the Library.

The audience cited it as,
“Outstanding poetry and performances!
Our future is bright through the voices
of our youth!” Helping support this
artistic initiative were MYCom-Cle and
Friends of the Shaker Library.

Shaker High seniors are taking
their game to the next level. Volleyball
standouts Allana Apple will play
for Cleveland State University and
Chloe Brown will play for the State
University of New York at Buffalo. Field
hockey stars Skylar Sokal will play for
Bellarmine University and Javiera Baeza
will join the team at Indiana University.
Football star Raleigh (Trey) Guice, I1I
will be a scholar athlete at Davenport
University (Felicitaciones al Dr. Guice).
Aiden Diaz signed with the University
of Akron, and Kylan Marshall will take
the field at Heidelberg University.

Michael Bowen was recently elected
a partner at Calfee, Halter & Griswold
LLP with the firm’s Government

Relations and Legislation practice
group, where he advises clients ranging
from small, closely held businesses to
large public corporations and public
entities. Tenille N. Kaus is the Director
of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and
Advancement for The Legal Aid Society
of Cleveland. Jenise M. Snyder, Ph.D.
has been appointed as dean of Arts,
Sciences, and Professional Studies at
Ursuline College.

Wayne D. Hudson, FBI Academy
graduate and former Chief Deputy
Sheriff of Douglass County, Nebraska
has been appointed as the Chief of
Police for the City of Shaker Heights.

Kudos and thanks to Michael
Bertsch, who retires from his seven-year
term on the Shaker Library Board at
the end of March. Under his watch, the
Library renovated the Main Library.
Congratulations to Tom Cicarella, who
is the new Library Board President.

Winnow your wardrobe. City Ballet
of Cleveland is sponsoring a Dress
Drive this spring. They are collecting
gently used dresses, formal attire,
and accessories through March 11 at
Cleveland City Dance in Shaker Square.
The Dress Sale will be held Monday,
April 3 through Friday, May 5 during
Cleveland City Dance’s regular business
hours: Monday to Friday 10 a.m. to 1
p-m.; 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturdays
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Questions? Call:
216.295.2222.

Expand your personal library at the
Friends of the Shaker Library’s huge
Spring Book Sale from May 3 to May
7 on the Main Library’s second floor.
It’s not too soon to plan your summer

reading, and readers will find a variety
of good books, including some like-new
books to give as gifts.

The Shaker Arts Council (SHAC)
announces the return of the In Our
Back Yard (IOBY) campaign. For the
past six years, they have commissioned
artists to “art wrap” unsightly traffic
control boxes and you can help.
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture will match
every donation in support of the project
up to $3,000 and for any contribution of
$50 or more, donors will be given a one-
year membership to SHAC.

Brandon Chrostowski, founder and
president of EDWINS, has been named
a semi-finalist for the prestigious James
Beard Foundation’s Restaurant and Chef
Award. Never one to rest on his laurels,
the dedicated chef is recently back from
a trip to Ukraine where he distributed
goods and fed those displaced by the
war.

On a personal note, I will close the
book on my 30-plus year library career
to take a step back and enjoy the next
chapter in my life. It has been my great
pleasure to have served Shaker Library
under five different directors and to
have had the opportunity to work with
so many dedicated staff members. I will
forever be a booster and supporter of
libraries in general and Shaker Library
in particular. I'll be available for lunch
anytime beginning April 1. No fooling!

Springtime is the perfect time to
stroll the Square and remember to keep
your ears open for me.

heardaroundthesquare@gmail.com

Shaker Towers Art Show

Ten Artists in Residence who live in Shaker Towers had their art-
work on display at the buildings Clubhouse from January 8-29.

6
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1 Ken Harvey and his “Garden Gaze”

2 Allen Kirkland and his “Spider Man”

3 Rosemarie Paini with her Fairy and woven top
4 Sherri Null with“Lily Pads”

5 Valda Lewis and her“East Berlin 2015”

6 Back Row (left to right) Ken Harvey, Martha Towns, Jo Levine, Kirkland Allen
Front row (left to right) Norma Storer, Valda Lewis, Rosemarie Paini

7 Lou Braman and “Water Buffalo”

8 Jo Levine with her Living Statues and macro flower photographs
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Shaker Towers Art Show
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Community Leaders and Biz Owners Want Shaker Square Arts District

By Grant Segall

The Shaker Square area has a wealth
of arts, artists, patrons, and artistic
architecture, plus a RTA Rapid line to
connect them. It also has an idea gaining
momentum: an arts district.

Despite a storm a few minutes before-
hand, more than 80 drivers, riders, and
pedestrians splashed into Our Lady of
Peace Catholic Church on January 19 to
talk about forming such a district. Dis-
cussions continued in early February at
meetings of the Shaker Square Alliance
and of Burten, Bell, Carr Development
Inc. (BBC), which is developing a Greater
Buckeye Plan and co-owns the historic
Shaker Square buildings with Cleveland
Neighborhood Progress.

As press time drew near, neighborhood
leaders said they’d keep bouncing the
district proposal off artists, merchants,
and others.

The idea’s been around awhile. Ten
years ago, a customer gave $5 in change
to owner Susan Rozman at Fiddlehead
Gallery to form an arts district. Hearing
the story over the years, a few other
customers have chipped in. “I now have
$13,” Rozman told the crowd in January.
She and other community leaders are
trying to speed things up.

At that meeting, some participants
called for promoting a wider range of

d'-_'ﬂ.-..‘ iy B

A Cultural Exchange

activities equally instead of highlighting
the arts. But others said that artists tend
to lead neighborhood redevelopment. That
seems to have been the case in recent
decades in Playhouse Square, and the
Tremont, Waterloo, and Gordon Square
neighborhoods.

“Artists can be the catalyst to revitalize
our commercial areas,” said resident Jack

Boyle, former mayor of Cleveland Heights.

Other participants said that arts can
help a neighborhood stand out. “Do we
want to be another Van Aken [District]?,”
asked resident Fran Kalafatis, who helped
organize and run the meeting. “No. We
want to be unique.”

In an interview later, Charles
Bromley, who leads the Shaker Square
Alliance, said, “How do you take a very
diverse neighborhood with very diverse
communities and join them at the hip?
This [district] might be the glue.”

The neighborhood hosts Atlas Cinema,
Loganberry Books, A Cultural Exchange,
Cleveland City Dance, ArtsPlymouth, the
ATNSC live-work space on Cromwell
Avenue, other cultural institutions, and
plenty of outdoor art.

District advocates want to help
artists find affordable places to live,
create, display, and perform. And the
neighborhood has many vacant or
underused spaces in a wide range of sizes.

Joy Johnson, who runs BBC, said in
February, “We are working to highlight
arts and culture as an anchor for the
revival of the Buckeye corridor.” She said
the district idea was being considered in
current work on a Greater Buckeye Plan
and imminent work on a plan for the
Shaker Square buildings her group co-
owns.

Locals have also asked BBC to consider
creating a culinary arts district, expanding
the work of EDWINS Leadership and
Restaurant Institute. Said Johnson,

“Everything is on the table. It’s not either/
or.

The term “arts district” has no special
status under the law. The state recognizes
an “entertainment and arts district”
purely for discount liquor licenses. Such
districts exist in Playhouse Square and the
Waterloo neighborhood on Cleveland’s
eastside.

Most arts hubs in Cleveland are not
officially arts districts. But Columbus has
two official arts districts in Short North
and Franklington, both run by nonprofits.
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Fiddlehead Gallery and Eclectic Eccentric are just a few art-centric shops that would be a
part of the proposed Shaker Square Arts District.

Johnny Riddle, head of Franklington’s
district, which dates to 2008, said, “It’s
been wildly helpful in the growth of the
area. Artists are doing something cool, and
then other sectors or residents or visitors
want to be a part of it.”

The nonprofit Gordon Square Arts
District operated from 2007 to 2019,
raising about $30 million for Cleveland
Public Theatre, Near West Theater, and
the Capitol Theatre. According to founder
James Levin, it proved easier to coax state
aid for a whole district than for individual
arts organizations.

Levin said that Shaker Square arts
district “has great potential.” He said the
Square “has great access to public transit.

q g p
It has wonderful spaces that could hold a
variety of media.”

Then again, Rozman said at a Shaker
Square Alliance meeting in February, “We
don’t have to wait for an organization.”
She said that locals could start right away
to try to boost the Square’s arts.

Burten, Bell, Carr Offers Free Paint for
Healthy Homes in Shaker/Buckeye

By Jason Novak

The Buckeye-Shaker neighborhood
has roots going back over a hundred
years. While the neighborhood’s
longevity has allowed it to develop its
own history, culture, and sense of place,
it also comes with hazards. The lead
paint that was once used on some of
these older homes and businesses poses
a health risk, especially to children.

In 2017, the City of Cleveland
announced the Healthy Homes
Interdepartmental Initiative. The
program seeks to identify homes and
businesses that may pose a health risk
due to lead and match homeowners
and tenants with resources to remedy
the issue. In the Shaker/Buckeye
neighborhood, Burten, Bell, Carr
Development Inc. (BBC) has teamed
with the City of Cleveland to offer

free paint to those who are removing
lead paint from their home exteriors.
“Basically [we] collect property
condition data to assess problems
and support tenants and landlords
with quality-of-life improvements,”
says BBC’s Sharon Spruill, the
community engagement specialist
and Healthy Homes coordinator
for the Buckeye/Shaker area.

Spruill works with tenants and
landlords, as well as with neighborhood
block clubs and other stakeholders, to
determine what needs there are and
how to meet them. In her role with
Healthy Homes, Spruill and staff
assess homes that are being stripped
of lead paint and issue free paint to
homeowners and landlords while
supplies last. Spruill can also help to
navigate the application process.

According to Mary Ann Kovach,
the president of the Shaker Square
Area Development Corporation
(SHAD), the program is important
to the area. “In older homes,
especially with older residents,
people sometimes need a little
help,” she says. “However, these
programs can only help improve
the neighborhood if people apply
forthem.” SHAD has been involved
in efforts to raise awareness

of the free paint program,

Besides the free paint program,
BBC and SHAD are also involved
with connecting residents with
other resources, including home
repair services for seniors, bed bug
extermination services, and a program
that can assess lead hazards inside the
home, such as pipes and interior paint.
Applications for the free paint program
will be available from April 1 on the
BBC website (bbcdevelopment.org).
For paper copies of the application,
or for other resources, email Sharon
Spruill at sspruill@bbcdevelopment.
org, or call 216.306.3312. If you
would like to volunteer to help spread
the word about these programs, contact
Mary Ann Kovach at info@shad.org.
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Second Phase of Woodhill Choice Breaks Ground

Continued from page 1

Utilities such as underground
electrical lines and storm sewers
were installed in February. Concrete
will be poured for the foundation
and additional sewer lines and
underground plumbing will be installed
throughout March. Masonry work
for elevator shafts will also start.

The Buckeye-Woodhill Choice
Neighborhood Transformation project
came to fruition after the Cleveland
Metropolitan Housing Authority
(CMHA) received a $35 million Choice
Neighborhood Planning Grant in
2018. After receiving feedback from
residents and other stakeholders, the
plan went into motion to replace the
rundown, antiquated Woodhill Homes
that were built in the late 1930s.

In addition to providing modern,
livable housing, the development
project is expected to generate
economic growth in the community.

“Though we are still early in the
construction phase of Woodhill Choice
initiative, the project is beginning
to demonstrate economic impact on
businesses and individuals. This project
has created significant opportunities
for local businesses, and we are hopeful
it will continue to gain even more
momentum in the days, months, and
years ahead,” said Jeffery K. Patterson,
chief executive officer for the Cuyahoga
Metropolitan Housing Authority.

The grouﬂdbrea/emg of the Buckeye- \Voodbzl[ Neighborhood Choice Tmmformatzon on

Friday, Jan. 27.
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“And together with our partners,
we are striving to ensure local, low-
income individuals benefit from the
neighborhood transformation through
access to construction skills training and
job opportunities associated with this
exciting project.” Patterson further noted
that as a result, “There are a number
of Woodhill residents who are excited
about not only access to new units
with modern amenities, but also these
workforce development opportunities
that promote resident empowerment.”
Up the road from the construction

and approved by residents,
government, and community
leaders in the Woodhill district,
The completion of the Woodhill
Choice plan brought us one step
closer to a broader community
plan,” states Johnson.

There are a total of four phases of the
site, Shaker Square will also see the Buckeye-Woodhill Choice Plan, with
impact of this transformational project.  the final phase completed sometime
“Shaker Square is only as strong as the in 2026. Additional phases will
neighborhoods surrounding it. A multi-
million-dollar investment in the housing

include construction of an on-site

early childhood education center,
a new recreational park and a new
community center. The first phase
of the Buckeye-Woodhill Choice
Neighborhood Implementation —
Woodhill Station West located at 9511
Buckeye Rd. - began in 2021 and is
expected to be complete sometime
in 2023. It features 120 total units
that include 42 one-bedroom, 62
two-bedroom and 16 three-bedroom
apartments. Of the 120 units, 90 will
be reserved for existing Woodhill
Homes residents, and 30 affordable
units will be added for new residents.
The estimated combined
cost of Phases 1 and 2 is
approximately $79,830,000.

and businesses in the Woodhill district
will ensure a customer base for businesses
locating in the Square,” says Joy
Johnson, executive director for Burten,
Bell, Carr Development Inc. (BBC)
While plans for Woodhill Choice were
completed before BBC’s five-year plan
for the Greater Buckeye neighborhood,
it was a factor when BBC was setting its
long-term vision for the community.

“BBC incorporated the Woodhill
Choice Plan into our broader
[We Are] Buckeye neighborhood
plan because it was created
Fridays:
February 3*

March 3“and 17*
Saturday, March 11*
Monday, April 17+

Sessions are by
appointment only
Make

appointments
by calling 2-1-1
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Generations of Hann
Family Experience

\/ brothers.com

x932-9755

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

Bonded Insured
OH LIC #24462

VERNE ¢ ELLSWORTH HANN wc.

Keep your 2023 tax
refund!

NO FEES | NO CATCH

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
Mobile Tax Si

Receive up to $6,900 from the
Earned Income Tax Credit
Hosted at the
Cornucopia Place 7201 Kinsman

Road, Suite 103b

Allows for 45 minutes of labor per system. Parts additional. One discount
per visit. Coupon must be presented to the technician at the time of
service. Excludes attic and air handler systems. Expires 7/31/23

Heating & Cooling Systems
WHATEVER
N IT TAKES.

Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems




Fourth District Welcomes New Commander

By Thomas Jewell

With a new commander at
the helm in Cleveland’s Fourth
District, plans continue to meld on
a police office for Shaker Square.

But police have walked back
the concept a bit, in terms of
logistics and semantics. For
now, just the facts, ma’am.

And please don’t call
it a “mini-station.”

That was an earlier reference made
by the new nonprofit owners of Shaker
Square, who announced in January
that two adjacent businesses had
closed in the southeast quadrant:
the Accessories So Necessary shop
and Chanelle’s Treatz bakery.

In their place, Shaker Square
owners Cleveland Neighborhood
Progress (CNP), its real estate
subsidiary New Village Corp. and
Burten Bell Carr Development Inc.
(BBC) plan to combine the spaces,
creating one larger unit to rent and
some space for police patrol officers.

SHAKER squ
ANIMAL HOsPR

JOIN SHAD TODAY!

Your support sustains,
maintains, improves &
grows our neighborhoods!

To become a member,
call 216.421.2100 or
go to shad.org.

They broached the idea initially with
former Fourth District Commander
Brandon Kutz, who has since moved
downtown to head up Special
Projects and Innovation for Cleveland
Police Chief Wayne Drummond.

“We tend to shy away from the
term ‘mini-station, Kutz said later.

“It harkens back to the days when
we actually had them in each ward,
funded by the city. Probably 20
years ago, they were shuttered and
the city has since been resistant to
the idea, for some valid reasons.”

At the same time, Kutz said that
if an organization wanted to open a
space for police to use, “for breaks,
reports and so on, then we let our
officers know that space is available and
encourage them to stop in regularly.”

Enter new Fourth District
Commander Maurice “Mo” Brown who
said that plan is still a “go,” especially
after meeting with the Shaker Square
ownership team in early February.

“We did discuss further the creation
of a space for our officers to utilize
during their down time someplace
on the Square,” Brown said. “They
would take advantage of it. So that
has taken a step closer to fruition.

“However, there is no plan to have a
staffed mini-station or anything of that
nature,” Brown added. “It will be a BBC
space that our officers have access to.”

Full staffing of a satellite office is
off the table, as it is for just about
anything else in the Cleveland Division
of Police, which remains “so strapped
for people,” Brown said after being
introduced at the Fourth District
Commander’s meeting early in the year.

The space of the former Accessories
So Necessary shop and Chanelle’s
Treatz bakery will now serve as

a space for police officers to write
reports and have down time.

Reuben Harris, Jr. — Agent
23360 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 101
Beachwood, OH 44122

Bus. 216-731-6111

Email reuben@reubenharris.com
www.reubenharris.com
Mention this ad and $10 will be
contributed to A Cultural Exchange
with the purchase of a new policy.

Contact us for ALL your insurance needs!

o StateFarm-

Down by more than 50 officers
in the Fourth District - roughly
one quarter of a full contingent -
Brown told the audience that the law
enforcement labor shortage is a city-
wide as well as a national problem.
Thirty years ago, Brown graduated

from the police academy with 83 officers.

“Our class was so big, they had
to split us into four sections,” Brown
recalled, adding that in terms of district
staffing, “if they took 26 percent of
your paycheck, would you be happy?”

Cleveland’s Fourth District
encompasses Buckeye-Shaker,
Larchmere, Lee-Harvard, Slavic
Village, Mt. Pleasant, Warner-Turney,
and Union-Miles neighborhoods.

Meanwhile, Brown and the
Shaker Square ownership team have
also discussed a safety collaboration
with Block by Block services, an
offshoot of the Downtown Cleveland
Alliance’s Ambassador Program.

In addition to its own employees,
Block by Block also contracts with
off-duty Cleveland police officers.

“And yes, they will be on the
[Shaker] Square,” Brown added. “I look
forward to working with you to help
resolve the challenges we are currently
facing in the Shaker Square area.”

Those challenges include
panhandlers, visitors’ cars parking
around the Square in the evening, as
well as some recent afterhours break-ins
to businesses, the new owners noted at a
recent Shaker Square Alliance meeting.

You name it, Brown has probably
dealt with it at some point in his
career, most recently serving as
Acting Commander of the Bureau

of Special Services. Cleveland born
and raised, Brown is a Collinwood
High graduate and a Marine Corps
veteran participating in Operation

Desert Shield/ Desert Storm.

“In that role I was tasked with
overseeing the SWAT unit along
with all the task force units such as
the Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive
Task Force and the Gang Impact
Unit to name a few,” Brown said.

After being introduced by Kutz
at the Fourth District Commander’s
Meeting as “a good man with a lot
of experience,” Brown said the new
assignment came as a bit of a surprise.

“Six months ago, I did not
envision this at all,” Brown told
Fourth District residents. “I thought
I was going back to the Homicide
Division. But God had other plans.”

Meanwhile, Kutz said he will
be taking some of the initiatives
begun in the Fourth District - the
ShotSpotter gunshot detection
system, services through the May
Dugan Trauma Recovery Center,
among others still in the works -
and expanding them citywide.

In passing the torch, Kutz thanked
the residents of the Fourth District.

“Itisn't always easy solving
problems,” Kutz said. “But at
the end of the day, working
with you and getting to know
the people of the Fourth
District made it worthwhile."

Larchmere Sign is Back

4

Fiddlehead owner Susan Rozman rehangs the refurbished
Larchmere sign, which is located on the northside of
Larchmere Boulevard, in front of the BP gas station.
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Services We Offer:

* Minor Automotive Repair

* Major Automotive Repair
* Auto Body Repair
* Auto Collision Repair
* Computer Diagnostics and
Repair
* Emissions Related
Diagnostics and Repair
* Air Conditioning and
Heating Repair
* Oil Changes and Lube
* Windshield Replacement
and Repair
* Transmission Repair
» Engine Repair
» Exterior Wash
* Tire Services-Wheel
Balance and Alignment
* Suspension Work
* Antifreeze, Transmission
Fluid,
* And Oil Flush Services
* Charging System and
Battery Repair
*» Serpentine, Timing Belt
and Accessories
* Belt Replacements
* Brake Repair and
Replacement
* Tune Ups
* Fuel System Diagnostics
and Repair
» Vehicle Inspections
* Cooling System Repair
» Lighting System
e Interior Detailing and

Shampooing

Shaker Quality Auto Body
12916 Larchmere Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44120
(216)229-7846
Monday -Friday 8am -5pm

“Since 1972”

Ashley Stewart Brings Style to Shaker Towne Centre

By Pamela Zoslov

Nikeia Johnson can sum up why
she loves working in retail clothing
in a single word: “Fashion.”

“I love putting pieces together. Once I
put the pieces together, [customers] are
like, “I want that whole outfit!” says the
vivacious Johnson, who has worked in
retail for 23 years, starting her career at a
now-closed Kmart on Broadway Avenue.

Now she is a sales manager of the
recently opened Ashley Stewart women’s
clothing store at Shaker Towne Centre.
The store, relocated last December
from the Lee-Harvard Plaza, offers
plus-size fashion, with a particular
focus on African American women.

The Ashley Stewart chain, based
in Secaucus, New Jersey, and named
after style inspirations Laura Ashley
and Martha Stewart, has 89 stores
across 22 states, offering clothing
ranging from casual wear to dresses
and shoes. Sizes range from 10 to 20,
with larger sizes available on the Ashley
Stewart website. Other Northeast Ohio
locations are at Severance Town Center
and Southgate Shopping Center.

Inside the store, located a few
doors down from Heinen’s, racks and
mannequins beckon with bold, brightly
colored blouses, dresses, activewear,
accessories and other stylish wares. Not
very long ago, larger women were offered
a narrow range of muted styles. “It

Take a Tour of Cleveland’s

Civil Rights Trail

used to be just flowers
and stripes,” Johnson
remarks. Now the trend
is toward size inclusivity,
part of a growing
industry recognition
that women with
curvier figures want and
deserve the same chic
fashions as everyone
else. Today there are
plus-sized supermodels,
all with avid Instagram
followings, among
them Jessica Leahy,
Precious Lee, Tess Holliday and

Ashley Graham, who broke barriers by
appearing four times on the cover of

the Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue.

The new store was welcomed to
Shaker Heights at a December 10 grand
opening event, with Mayor David Weiss
doing the ribbon-cutting honors. The
event included a dance contest, sweet
treats, a trivia competition with gift
card prizes and a donation on behalf
of Ashley Stewart to Dress for Success
Cleveland, which provides support for
women seeking financial independence.

Ashley Stewart customers look forward
to events like “Diva Dollars Days,” a
promotion in which shoppers who spend
$50 or more receive a coupon for $25
off a future purchase. Personal styling
is also available by appointment; the
fashion experts at Ashley Stewart will

Want to learn more about Cleveland’s role in the Civil Rights Movement?
Start at the Ludlow Community Association marker (on the median strip
at Hampton and Corby Roads), which is a part of the African American
Civil Rights Trail. Dedicated in the fall of 2023, Ludlow is one of seven
stops on the Trail, which was spearheaded by the Cleveland Restoration
Society. The other historic points on the trail include: Cory United
Methodist Church, Carl Stokes/Cleveland City Hall, Glenville High
School, Olivet Institutional Baptist Church, Hough Uprising and Greater
Abyssinia Baptist Church. More information at civilrightstrail.com.

Ashley Stewart sales manager Nikeia john-son
(right), with assistant managers Charnell
Maxwell (left) and Mary Smith (center).

assemble clothing in your size and
personally create a special look for you.
Johnson says business has been great.

“The customers love the new location.
When they come in here, they’re happy
because they can find their size.” She
heads a staff of ten, working alongside
assistant managers Charnell Maxwell
and Mary Smith. “IT have a very good
team. We're friendly, and we give the
customers what they want and need.

I believe in good customer service.”
Customers are drawn to Johnson’s
warmth and charm. “My sister,” she
relates, “says ‘People come in there

and tell you their whole life story!”

Yes, they do,” she says with a smile.

Ashley Stewart, Shaker Towne

Centre, 16675 Chagrin Blvd.,

Shaker Heights, 216.752.9424

151-18

Alina’s
Tailoring

Loganberry Books

All types of Alterations for

Kids * Men’s and Women’s
Clothing

Plus...

Slip Covers ¢ Pillows ¢ Curtains
Tablecloths, etc.

Over 100,000 books! Tuesday to Friday:
o0 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
13015 Larchmere Boulevard Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 (21 6) 791-1865

216.795.9800
www.LoganberryBooks.com 12808 Larchmere Bivd.

loganberryboooks@gmail.com

. 'ta,,S
PVt Qarchmere Peli & Peverage

wo

Deli ¢ Fine Wine ¢ Imported Beer
Party Trays e Gift Baskets
e Ohio Lottery o

12727 Larchmere Bivd. (216) 721-0220

Hours: Mon-Fri, 11 a.m.=7:30 p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m.— 6 p.m.
Closed Sundays.

&

& - S
Ly D1 (8]
Where Passion Meets Movement

We offer a variety of dance and fitness classes for youths and adults:

Ballet Modern

Barre Pilates
HIIT Yoga
Hip Hop Zumba
Jazz ...and more!

3445 Warrensville Rd.
Shaker Heights

Sha'Ran Marshall 216.702.0599
Owner & Artistic Director  sharanstudios.com

Strong

Bindery

Book
Restoration
216-231-0001

13015 Larchmere Blvd., Shaker Hts.
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Brandon Chrostowksi Helps
Ukrainian Refugees

In early February, Brandon Chrostowski, President and CEO of EDWINS
Restaurant & Leadership Institute, traveled for the second time to war-torn
Ukraine to lend his culinary skills. He first went to Lviv to work with Ukrainian
chef Ievgen Klopotenko. The chefs prepared traditional Ukrainian meals
together and fed nearly 300 men and women who have been displaced from
the war and live in temporary housing nearby. He also traveled to Burtyn to
meet other chefs and volunteers who prepared meals daily for wounded soldiers.
Additionally, he delivered supplies, including seeds, to the small village outside
of Kyiv. There will be enough seeds to feed the 700 villagers through summer.

Brandon with Ukrainian chef levgen Klopotenko. Both chefs came together to prepare
meals and feed those displaced by the war.

Seedlings were delivered to wl[agers in Burtyn.

Morelands Group, City Call Out Slum Landlords

Continued from page 1
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Residents at The Residences at Shaker Square (12701 Shaker Blvd.) have been living
in deplorable conditions such as no heat and leaky water pipes, which have caused

significant water damage.

There may be other
means to do that.

“If there is any way possible to put
these buildings into receivership, I
want that to happen,” Griffin added.
“And I hope the judge makes one
of these owners actually live in the
conditions they’ve created and then
see how urgent of a matter it is.”

Meanwhile, The Morelands Group
continues to meet at 9:15 a.m. on the
first and third Tuesdays of each month
at Edwin’s Bakery, 13106 Buckeye Rd.

“We're really focusing on the
apartments around Shaker Square,
continued tenant engagement and
building code compliance,” Weingart
said at a recent Shaker Square Alliance
meeting. “And we’re very interested in
the new legislation that’s coming from
Cleveland City Council. It sounds like
some changes are on the way, and it’s
beautiful to see it coming together.”

The city may also be able to
make necessary repairs to a property
and then place a lien on it.

Morelands Group member
Fran Kalafatis would like to see
some changes in Ohio law as well.
Although tenants living in deplorable
conditions are encouraged to put
their rent into an escrow account,
she learned that “state law prevents

residents from escrowing their money
electronically, so that electronic
transfers of funds are not allowed.”

In the pursuit of further “building
owner engagement,” Weingart
said team member Sarah Wean
compiled a list of all property
owners in the Morelands Group
area, which includes parts of both
Shaker Heights and Cleveland.

The Morelands Group is also
working with the Shaker Heights City
Schools, whose district includes some
of the Cleveland neighborhoods on
and around Shaker Square, to assist
families with children who need decent
housing, including heat and water.

Shaker Square Alliance Director
Charles “Chip” Bromley and former
Cuyahoga County commissioner and
Ohio state representative Mary Boyle
also plan to revive the Cleveland
Tenants Organization (“CTO2”),
working with lawyers and Legal
Aid to step in when needed.

“We want to get that back off
the ground, in light of the painful
circumstances that some tenants are
living in,” Boyle said, “to continue the
fight for equity for all people in all
forms of safe and secure housing.”

Brandon poses with a man who
lost his brother at night on the

[frontline. He collects remnants

of Russian bomb shells and
welds them into maps of
Ukraine. His goal is to sell the
artwork to raise money to buy
night vision goggles for soldiers.
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Up and Down the Boulevard

Larchmere and longtime shop owner Liz Tekus get a star turn on national TV

DY

Liz Tekus
S

By Barbara Mooney

Liz Tekus has a lot of patience,
which serves her well in knitting
and in her 38-years of running
the yarn and knitting supply shop,
Fine Points Inc. (12602 Larchmere
Blvd., 216.229.6644). Her patience
paid off big-time in her quest to be
featured on “The Late Show with
Stephen Colbert,” and the dividends
from her star turn — which included
an on-air shout-out to Larchmere
Boulevard - are still paying off.

NCIS

whGLEVELAND!

? FINE POINTS:

OmM
Ve

LARCHMERE BLWD

“They call the segment of the
show “Colbert Small Biz Bump,” but
it really gave me a shove,” said Ms.
Tekus, who's still basking in the glow
from the comedy segment that aired
Nov. 23. “It took me a month to fill
all the orders that poured in, and it’s
still going on. We have at least 100
new Instagram followers. It was like
hitting the jackpot. It’s like 'm an
overnight success — after 38 years.”

Ms. Tekus submitted her video-
taped entry to be on “The Late Show”
more than two years earlier, with the
help of her professional videographer
son, Jay. She finally heard just in
early November that she was picked
by the show, but she couldn’t tell
anyone until after it was aired.

The segment, which is a spoof of
the “NCIS” shows, features Fine
Points and Ms. Tekus as the supplier
to the “crochet killer.” The segment
also features the cast of “NCIS: Los
Angeles” and comedian/game show
host Drew Carey, who plays the
mayor of Cleveland. A sign at the
end of the segment credits “Fine
Points on Larchmere Blvd.” The show
is available to view on YouTube.

It was a fun experience, Ms.
Tekus said. “I was a theater major
so I was immune to getting too
nervous. I loved it.” Along with the
fantastic business bump, Ms. Tekus
proudly displays her plaque from
the show on her shop’s wall.
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More TV Fame

Fine Points wasn’t the only recent
Larchmere TV celebrity. The Fox 8
morning show’s “New Day Cleveland”
host David Moss interviewed Harriett
Logan, owner of Loganberry Books
(13015 Larchmere)who gave viewers
a full tour of the store in a five-
minute-plus segment that aired Jan.
25. And Busy Boss Bakery (12732
Larchmere, 216.417.8626) also got a
recent visit from the “Moss Man.”

Save the Dates

Larchmere’s Annual Memorial
Day weekend Sidewalk Sale, the
annual Larchmere Community
Association Plant Sale and the
Larchmere PorchFest are each on
the calendar and being prepped to
happen this spring and early summer.

The 24th annual LCA Plant Sale is
scheduled for Mother’s Day weekend
(May 13-14). Flats, potted plants
and hanging flower pots will be for
sale. Pre-order forms and pickup
information will be available at
larchmereplantsale@ameritech.net and
posted at Larchmere shops at least a
month before the sale. Two weekends
later, the Memorial Day Sidewalk
Sale, May 27-28, will usher in what
promises to be a busy summer season
of street-wide events. Stores will invite
outside vendors to join them in setting
up stands and booths along the street.

Organizers of the biggest street
event of the year, Larchmere
PorchFest, have spread the word
and made signs announcing that it
will happen Saturday, June 24. They
rely on volunteers to help mount the
free, daylong celebration of music,
with venues at dozens of sites along
the boulevard, and with food and
family fun. The website to go to
for information on helping out is:
hteps://linktr.ee/larchmereporchfest.

Browsing a New Shop

Larchmere has a new shop to join
its lineup of personal care salons.
Aruba Brows (12609 Larchmere,
440.321.3255) has two chairs for
eyebrow threading and also sells CBD
products, jewelry and repairs watches.

Convenient Vegan Blossoms
Another new neighbor on
Larchmere, Convenient Vegan
(12210 Larchmere, 216.395.9601), is
blossoming since its opening last fall
in the spot where SomethinGood
To Eat had been. Its hours are now
Monday, Thursday and Friday, 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 3
p.m., and Sunday noon to 3 p.m. Its
plant-based menu includes salads,
sandwiches and wraps that come with
sides, such as garlic parmesan fries
and vegan mac & cheese. It also has
soups you couldn’t find elsewhere,
like orange lentil dumpling.

New Name

Mikros on Larchmere micro-suite
apartment complex that opened a year
ago has been rebranded. It now goes
by Delilah Lofts (12607 Larchmere,
216.200.6755, thedelilahlofts.com).

Loganberry Books Clubbing
Loganberry Books (13015
Larchmere, 216.795.9800) is adding
two more book clubs to its calendar. It
already has clubs for book lovers who
want to read and discuss booksellers’
recommendations (“Berry Good
Books”) and one for young readers.
March 16 is the first meeting of the
“Queer Book Club” for those interested
in LGBTQ topics. “Light from
Uncommon Stars,” a novel by Ryka
Aoki, will be discussed. The Queer
Book Club will alternate months with
“For the Thrill of Lit,” a book club
focused on thriller/horror/mystery
genres. The book club’s first meeting is
the third Thursday in April. Both clubs
will be held in-store and over Zoom.

4 1
Future home of Scorpacciata Italian Restaurant
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Loganberry invites anyone who
has their own book club to get in
touch with the store if they want
to find more readers, or borrow
some space, or receive group (10
books or more) discounts.

Fire Works Spreads Out
Larchmere Fire Works (12406
Larchmere, 216.246.4716) has
taken its show on the road. With its
mobile unit, it took its glassblowing
and blacksmithing classes down to
Coventry Village in Cleveland Heights
last year. Now it’s holding weekend
classes at the Goldhorn Brewery, 1361
East 55th Street. LEW is also selling
its metalworking and glass-blown

items at its neighbor Lotus Candles
(12617 Larchmere, 216.225.1701).

Spring Crafting at Fiddlehead
With the spring comes a fresh
lineup of crafting classes at
Fiddlehead Gallery (12736 Larchmere,
216.231.9400). Owner Susan Rozman
said the first-Friday classes will start
in March, from 5 to 8 p.m., where
a featured artist will teach about
a specific craft, such as jewelry
making or crafting with upcycled
materials, like flower arrangements
made from recycled plastics. A
nominal $5 fee will be charged.

Scorpacciata Italian

on the Menu

Rumors about Scorpacciata Italian
Restaurant coming to the building
long occupied by Larchmere Tavern
apparently are true. The building
that anchors the Larchmere District’s
northeast corner (13051 Larchmere
Blvd.), that’s been empty for two years,
this summer will be reopened by the
owner of Scorpacciata Pasta Co. and
Scorpacciata Pizza, which are both in
Market Hall of Shaker Heights’s Van
Aken District. The entire operation
will relocate to Larchmere, according
to a recent report in Scene newspaper.
Owner Peter Reuter plans to have a
complete menu that goes beyond pizza
and pasta, as well as cocktails and a
wine list. He anticipates seating for
75 and a 12-seat bar. His vision is to
also have a wood-fired a pasta room on
display and a pizza oven. He also plans
to overhaul the front patio, perhaps
adding garage-type doors. Scene
reports that the opening will be in July.



Free Income Tax Preparation

Need assistance with filing your taxes? ESOP (Empowering and
Strengthening Ohio’s People) and Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging are
offering free services for those who meet program deadlines. Simply drive
up to Benjamin Rose, 11890 Fairhill Rd., and stay in your car while IRS-
certified preparers take care of filing your taxes. Refunds usually arrive in
two weeks. 70 schedule an appointment, visit refundohio.org or call 211 ro
use the automated system.

Class1 Pavers & Remodelers

HOME OF THE ........

3-DAY ROOF  feroor
Ifitisn’t done in 3 days, you don't pay! GARAGE
REPAIRS.

216-397-6349

classipavers@sbcglobal.net _o

BBEB LOOKFORTHEA+
www.class1pavers.com weicn BBBLOGO!

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Gary Wisniewski, President

Visit

WOLLES

Fifteen galleries exhibiting many hundreds
of artworks representing myriad
styles and periods.

Tuesday - Saturday 11-5pm
or by appointment.

wolfsgallery.com

23645 Mercantile Road
Beachwood, Ohio
216-721-6945

Frederick William MacMonnies (American 1863-1937)
Diana, 1890, Jaboeuf & Rouard, Paris, 31 in.h.

Cuyahoga
Community
College

Mz
7S

JSG offers gymnastic camps for all
ages, boys and girls, and all levels of
gymnastics experience from recreational
to competitive gymnastics. Gymnastic
camp at Jump Start is a great way to
explore and experience gymnastics
for the First time, learn new skills, or
build a solid competitive base for the
next season. We coach all levels of new,
experienced, and competitive gymnastics.

GYMNASTICS FOR
KIDS & ADULTS!

Summer Camp 2023

Flips Gymnastics Camp
Ages entering K-14 years
June 12-August 11 M-F:
9 am—noon or 9 am-3 pm

CAMP SPECIAL!

Girls:
Free Leotard
- Enrollin Four full weeks or 20 daily camps.
Free Shorts + Leotard
- Enrollin five full weeks or 25 daily camps.

— 1 Boys:
I A b Free Gym Bag
= - Enroll in four full weeks or 20 daily camps.
Free Gymnastic T-shirt + Gym Bag
- Enrollin five Full weeks or 25 daily camps

Twister Preschool Camp
3 &4 years
June 13-29 Tue/Wed/
Thur: 9 am-noon

:‘---'
-
Through March 15, 2023

Full-day camp, $275 per week / $60 per day
Half-day camp, $180 per week / $40 per day

EARLY
REGISTRATION

DISCOUNT
2022 camp fee prices are March 16, 2023 and after
in effect until March 15, Full-day camp, $300 per week / $65 per day
2023. Half-day camp, $200 per week / $45 per day

Daily after-care: $10 from 3-5 pm
All camps must be paid in full at the time of enrollment.

2023 camp prices start
March 16, 2023.

PRIVATE LESSONS .
Saturdays and Sundays 2-6 pm with

Jump Start is offering: Coach Annmarie or Coach Dan

* Individual private lessons * Semi-private

lessons « Small group lessons Available in 30, 45, 60, and

90-minute sessions!

Perfect for gymnasts, cheerleaders,
dancers, Gymkata obstacle course fitness
fun, small group classes or Gymnastic
Strong conditioning training.

Email your requested day & time to:
jsgymnastics@jsgymnastics.com

Jump Start is a great place to celebrate that special
occasion! Our coaches will tailor the party activities to
the age of the birthday child. All of the guests are sure

to enjoy our gymnastic games and equipment, including
our 50 feet of trampoline and in-ground foam pit! Party
guests will enjoy organized and loosely-structured
instruction on the gymnastic equipment. The birthday
child and partygoers can look forward to gymnastic
obstacle courses and games!

BIRTHDAY
PARTIES

A Full hour-and-a-half of
gym time $195 for 10 children
& $15 for each additional child

An hour of gym time and
a half-hour of celebration
time $195 for 10 children &

$20 for each additional child.

JSG provides white paper

plates, forks, tablecloths,

napkins, and clean-up.

OPTIONS!

23700 Mercantile Road, Beachwood
Rear of National Biological Building
216.896.0295
jsgymnastics.com
jsgymnastics@jsgymnastics.com
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YOU CANNOT BE EVICTED
BASED ON A PROTECTED CLASS.

While eviction moratoriums in response to the COVID-19 pandemic
have expired, families are still struggling. Now, many are facing eviction
and don’t know where to turn. Fair housing law may be able to help.

If you would like to learn more about your fair housing rights or think
you have been discriminated against in a housing-related transaction,
contact the Fair Housing Center for Rights & Research for assistance.

. The Fair Housing Center
for Rights & Research,
a nonprofit fair housing
organization, is available
& to assist you with questions
you may have about your
fair housing rights.

Fair Housing Center

AV (|

arts &culture

CLEVELANDFILM.ORG

CIFF47 AT PLAYHOUSE SQUARE
+ MARCH 22—-APRIL 1, 2023

CIFF47 STREAMS
APRIL 2—-APRIL 9, 2023

EDWINS

BUTCHER SHOP
Est. 2018 - Buckeye

EDWINS BUTCHER SHOP
is training the next generation of
leaders, offering excellence in butchery
and continuing a mission that supports
men and women returning home.

At EDWINS Butcher Shop we serve
only the freshest cuts of meat, house
made charcuterie including our
signature double smoked bacon as well
as traditional southern cuisine

and sandwiches.

216.417.1100

13024 Buckeye Road Cleveland, OH 44120
edwinsbutchershop.org

EDWINGS

LEADERSHIP & RESTAURANT
Institute

We give formerly incarcerated adults
a foundation in the culinary and
hospitality industry while providing
a support network necessary their long-
term success. Our mission is three-fold:
to teach a skilled and in-demand trade
in the culinary arts, empower willing
minds through passion for hospitality

management, and prepare students for
a successful transition home.

“Every human being regardless of
their past has the right to a fair
and equal future.”

Founder Brandon E. Chrostowski

216-921-3333

13101 Shaker Square Cleveland OH 44120
info@edwinsrestaurant.org
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EDWINS BAKERY
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EDWINS BAKERY
deepens the culinary education for our
students. This is another step in providing
a solution for the difficulty of re-entry.

The EDWINS Bakery makes fresh daily
classic European breads and pastries.
Using only the highest quality ingredients
our bakery creates traditional flavors
that feed the soul. At our diner we make
everything for breakfast from scratch.
Fresh breads, house cured meats
and farm fresh eggs creating the best

breakfast in the CLE.

216.675.0896

13106 Buckeye Road Cleveland, OH 44120
edwinsbakery.org




