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Developer Seals Deal to Bring  
88 Apartments to Larchmere 

Shaker Square Sale on Hold as  
Businesses Voice Concerns 

by Thomas Jewell

Developers plan to break ground in 
early spring on a catalytic 88-unit 
apartment mid-rise with ground-floor 
offices in the Larchmere district.

And they have credited residents 
with stopping a proposed dollar store 
that almost beat them to the property 
in question, the former Life Skills 
GED academy, Pick-n-Pay and Drug 
World, a building whose days are 
numbered.

The intersecting street lends itself 
to the moniker for the new $20 million 
development, introduced last year as 
“121 Larchmere,” a four-story complex 
with 79 parking spaces onsite and an 
additional 25 spots lined up across the 
street with the Inter-denominational 
Church Ushers’ Association.

It will consist of market-rate 
apartments measuring roughly 700 
or 1,000 square feet apiece, built 
over 6,500 square feet of office space 
for an existing Cleveland business 

that will be moving in with 20 to 25 
employees and a $1.5 million payroll.

Mitchell Schneider, president 
of First Interstate Properties, 
told the Shaker Square Alliance 
earlier this year that he was 
“thrilled” with the prospect of 
moving up the hill from his most 
recent development coup, the One 
University Circle luxury high-rise.

“These are the kinds of projects 
we love to do,” First Interstate 
Executive Vice President Chris 
Goodrich said of plans to “activate 
Larchmere” with another affordable 
housing option for workers in the 
hospitals or museums on the Circle.

Goodrich added that it was his 
understanding that the dollar store 
already had a “lease in hand” and 
could have been in business but for 
a groundswell of opposition from 
residents, among those Cleveland 
City Councilman Blaine Griffin.

Griffin has also been credited with 
assistance putting the brakes on an 

earlier proposal for a suboxone clinic 
for treatment of substance abuse at 
North Moreland and Larchmere.
First Interstate and the city are still 
developing a “Community Benefits 
Agreement” with the city, with a 
similar collaboration worked out on 
another feather in the developer’s 
cap, Steelyard Commons, which 
came between the Legacy Village 
and Oakwood Commons suburban 
ventures.

Although Life Skills will be 
coming down, First Interstate plans 
to remove and replace the preserve 
the Larchmere mural on the front 
of the building, at a location to be 
determined.

For more Larchmere development 
projects see: 
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By Joel Beck 

If Shaker Square is ever going to get 
a facelift, it appears it will have to 
wait a bit longer. Plans for a much-
discussed renovation to the historic 
Cleveland shopping district are on 
hold after residents and merchants 
voiced their concerns over the plans 
to redevelop and improve the area.

Shaker Square, which is owned by 
the Coral Company, was effectively 
taken off the market late last year 
after being up for sale as recently as 
November.

Cleveland city officials had been 
working with a national landscape firm 
on an ambitious plan that would have 
dramatically restructured the traffic 
pattern in Shaker Square, including re-
routing Shaker Boulevard traffic, while 
adding new green space, recreation 
facilities and picnic areas.

In the end, however, the plan just 
didn’t sit well with many Shaker 
Square business owners.

Our Lady of Peace’s  
15th Annual Run/Walk 
for Peace
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

The walk/run is a 3-mile course 
that begins on East 126th Street 
near Larchmere Boulevard and 
returns to Our Lady of Peace. 
There also will be a Tot Trot - a 
run/walk designed for children 
grades K-3. Registration begins at 
8 a.m. at 12601 Shaker Blvd., with 
the race beginning at 9:15 a.m. 
Entrance fees are $20 for race 
participants and $5 for the Tot 
Trot. All participants will receive 
a Run/Walk for Peace t-shirt.

First place male and female 
winners will receive $100 and  
$50 for second place. To register 
in advance, contact James Cullen 
at 216.533-8804 or email at  
jpc@jpcullenlaw.com.

Over the past 15 years, the 
Run/Walk for Peace has raised 
over $150,000 to support the 
parish’s mission, which includes 
outreach to incarcerated youth 
and helping formerly incarcerated 
neighbors re-enter society 
through the Edwin’s Leadership 
& Restaurant Institute. Our Lady 
of Peace’s food pantry serves 
about 40 families each week.

“Many of us were against 
it,” said Elina Kreymerman, 
owner of Shaker Square Dry 
Cleaning and Tailoring. “I 
think that closing Shaker 
Boulevard is really going to 
hurt the merchants and it 
also would have eliminated 
parking spots. It didn’t bring 
much to the Square except 
for green space but we don’t 
even know who would be 
responsible for maintenance.”

“Peter Rubin has been a 
stabilizing force for the Square and 
I’m happy to see his impact continue. 
As for plans to reshape Shaker 
Square, we’ve always acknowledged 
the need for it to evolve into 
something that reflects the current 
times,” said Brandon Chrostowski, 
owner of EDWINS. “Any developer 
who hopes to transform our home 
would be wise to remember this and 
treat this gem with the respect and 
care it deserves.”

With the redesign project now 
on hold indefinitely, the question 
becomes what will the future hold 
for Shaker Square? Coral Company 
president Peter Rubin said a future 
sale is still not out of the question, 
but the concerns raised by the 
community were enough to make 
them rethink the plan.

“Now we’re stepping back and 
trying to address those concerns  

SHAD Member Meeting 
Announcement
Thursday, April 23
7 p.m.
Our Lady of Peace Church
Cummins Hall
12601 Shaker Boulevard

Agenda will include election of new 
trustees and updates on SHAD 
community projects. 

Join SHAD in support of our Shaker 
Square neighborhoods. Go to shad.org 
or call 216.421.2100.

You may join before the meeting is 
called to order.

APARTMENT HUNTER’S GUIDE 2020 
SEE PAGE 6
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ACADEMY TAVERN 216.229.1171
Breakfast-lunch-dinner 10% off  
(excludes alcoholic beverages).  
Dine-in only!

APPLES READING & MATH TUTORS  
216.820.3800
10% off on math sessions. Free 
weekly reading sessions with monthly 
enrollment.

ATLAS CINEMAS 216.331.6825
Discount for anyone is $5 on Mondays 
before 6 pm. 

A CULTURAL EXCHANGE 216.229.8300
One free membership with purchase of 
one membership in children’s book club, 
“Read, Baby, Read!”

BIG AL’S DINER 216.791.8550
10% off breakfast or lunch, except  
daily specials. Mon–Fri. only!

CAPTAIN TONY’S 216.561.8669
10% discount on pick-up &  
delivery orders.

CHRISTOPHER AMIRA STUDIO 
216.991.9992
15% off all hair services.

CLEVELAND CITY DANCE 
216.295.2222
One free trial dance class for children  
and adults; one per family.  
New students only! Cannot be  
combined with other offers. 

CORCORAN FINE ARTS GALLERY  
216.767.0770
10% off any certified appraisal or valuation 
by Cleveland’s only certified appraiser.

THE DANCING SHEEP 216.229.5770
10% discount on any purchase over $50.

FAIRHILL PARTNERS 216.421.1350
10% discount on Wellness and  
Wisdom courses.

FIDDLEHEAD GALLERY 216.231.9400 
10% off almost everything (excluding 
consignment.) Additional 5% off cash 
and check, no other offer valid.

FLAWLESS BARBER ACADEMY 
216.641.9338
$2.00 off services. 10% off retail products. 

GROOVY GROOMING PET SPA 
216.707.9004 
10% off retail “toy” purchases only,  
no other offer valid. 

LARCHMERE FIRE WORKS 216.246.4716
10% off glassblowing, blacksmithing  
and glass fusing classes. Call to schedule. 

LARCHMERE IMPORTS 216.229.8000
10% off all services, free loaners and 
valet service 

LOGANBERRY BOOKS 216.795.9800
10% off on 5 books or more.

LOOK STUDIO 216.231.5665
10% off haircuts, color, shellac  
nails, and pedicures (excluding  
master stylist.) 

MARC GOODMAN’S ANTIQUE MALL  
216.229.8919 OR 216.961.4231
10% or more off all merchandise over $20.

MARTEL SALON 216.721.4100
Spray tanning now offered. 
$10 discount for all new clients.

OUR FAVORITE THINGS BOUTIQUE & 
EVENT CENTER 216.536.7928
Free essential oil with any $35.00 purchase. 

SHAD Member Benefit: Neighborhood Shopping Savings!

Shaker West Professional Building
OFFICE SPACE: NEAR SHAKER SQUARE, LARCHMERE, RESTAURANTS AND SHOPPING

NEWLY RENOVATED! 

Now Available: Suites 150 SF to 3,640 SF 
Rents start at $300 per month; Build to suit!

Full-service rent includes indoor and outdoor parking, central air/heat,  
utilities services and building amenities

Walking distance to public transportation, including rapid transit

SHAKER WEST PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
11811 SHAKER BOULEVARD

YOSEMITE PROPERTIES   216.282.0987
WWW.SHAKERWEST.COM

In Fall 2019, Cleveland City 
Councilman Blaine Griffin convened 
the community to announce changes 
to the community development 
corporation structure on the east 
side. Shaker Square, Larchmere, 
the Apartment Corridor, Ludlow 
and CHALK will no longer be 
represented by Shaker Square 
Area Development Corporation 
but rather Burten, Bell, Carr 
Development Inc. (BBC).

The shift in representation is 
due to SHAD’s declining ability 
to generate income, and financial 
uncertainty due to loss of foundation  
and grant funding. Blaine, along with 
the City of Cleveland and Cleveland 
Neighborhood Progress, hope that 
this CDC restructure will bring back 
more financial stability that is needed 
for the Shaker Square community.

So, what does this mean for 
SHAD? For now, SHAD will no 
longer be recognized as a CDC 
but rather an advocacy group. In 
fact, this is what SHAD was when 
it was first established. In the early 
years, residents looked to SHAD to 
fix buildings in disrepair and seek 
funds to do projects around the 
neighborhood. 

It will go back to its roots to 
continue this work, promoting the 
city’s paint and curb appeal program, 
and bringing awareness to local 
groups that are trying to have an 
impact on the community. SHAD 
would also like to create issue-focused 
community events such as a health 
and wellness fair and home repair 
show in the coming years.

For now, the main source of 
income will be advertising revenue 

 
 

 
Just Minutes Away From Shaker Square! 

1792 Coventry Road, Cleveland Hts. 216-321-4701 
www.heightshardware.com 

Open 7 days a week Mon-Sat 9am-6pm & Sundays 11-4 
  

                           

Just Minutes Away From Shaker Square!
1792 Coventry Road, Cleveland Hts.

216-321-4701
www.heightshardware.com

Open 7 days a week Mon-Sat 9am-6pm & 
 Sundays 11-4

HEIGHTS HARDWARE
SINCE 1911

REUBEN HARRIS JR. - AGENT  
STATE FARM INSURANCE 
216.731.6111; reubenharris.com 
$10 contribution to Shaker Hts. PTO 
with new policy issued. 
THE RUTLEDGE GROUP, INC. 
216.561.4444 x 207
Provide free insurance quotes on all 
auto, home, business and commercial 
business. 

SHAKER SQUARE DRY CLEANING &  
TAILORING 216.751.3500 
10% off any dry cleaning or tailoring.

WILLOW COVE ART & WELLNESS  
BOUTIQUE (216.230.7636) 
Free 30-minute lifestyle development 
coaching session or mental  
wellness consultation by Lawna Gamble, 
owner of Willow Cove. A Message from the SHAD President

We give formerly incarcerated adults 
a foundation in the culinary and 

hospitality industry while providing  
a support network necessary their long-
term success. Our mission is three-fold: 
to teach a skilled and in-demand trade 

in the culinary arts, empower willing 
minds through passion for hospitality 

management, and prepare students for 
a successful transition home.

“Every human being regardless of  
their past has the right to a fair  

and equal future.” 
Founder Brandon E. Chrostowski

EDWINS BAKERY  
deepens the culinary education for our 

students. This is another step in providing 
a solution for the difficulty of re-entry. 

The EDWINS Bakery makes fresh daily 
classic European breads and pastries. 

Using only the highest quality ingredients 
our bakery creates traditional flavors 

that feed the soul. At our diner we make 
everything for breakfast from scratch. 

Fresh breads, house cured meats  
and farm fresh eggs creating the best 

breakfast in the CLE.

216.675.0896 
13106 Buckeye Road Cleveland, OH 44120 

edwinsbakery.org

EDWINS BUTCHER SHOP  
is training the next generation of 

leaders, offering excellence in butchery 
and continuing a mission that supports 

men and women returning home. 

At EDWINS Butcher Shop we serve 
only the freshest cuts of meat, house 

made charcuterie including our 
signature double smoked bacon as well 

as traditional southern cuisine  
and sandwiches.

 

 216.417.1100 
13024 Buckeye Road Cleveland, OH 44120  

edwinsbutchershop.org 

216-921-3333 
13101 Shaker Square Cleveland OH 44120 

info@edwinsrestaurant.org

Dry Cleaning & TailoringDry Cleaning & Tailoring

Shaker SquareShaker Square

from The SHAD Connection. The 
paper now, more than ever, will be 
the main source of information for 
the community and serve as the 
connection between BBC and the 
community.

SHAD looks a bit different 
than what many people remember, 
but its mission is still the same: to 
protect, maintain and revitalize the 
neighborhood.       – William Beard

Since 1965
Explore our Eclectic, Ever Changing Inventory

Jewelry, Art, Furniture, Books, Collectibles,  
Vintage Clothing, Curiosities, More!

3000 sq. ft. on 2 Levels

1771-75 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216-321-2515
Open 11:30–5:30 Mon. thru Sat.

www.AttensonsAntiques.com

Attenson’s CoventryAttenson’s Coventry
Antiques Antiques && Books Books

New Development Brings 
Commercial and Living Space
by Pamela Zoslov

Real estate developer Russell Berusch 
has been instrumental in numerous 
urban redevelopment projects, among 
them University Circle Uptown, 
the Lee-Harvard and Arbor Park 
Place shopping centers, and the 
Fries & Schuele Block apartments 
and condominiums. But his latest 
endeavor, a mixed-use building to rise 
at 12607 Larchmere Boulevard, had 
its origin in a personal quest.

“I was looking for a place to live,” 
he recalls, “and was captivated by the 
Larchmere area. It has an interesting, 
friendly cachet. The street scene is 
appealing vis-à-vis [its proximity to] 
Shaker Square, University Circle and 
the Heights.” Berusch, president of 
Berusch Development Partners LLC, 
currently lives in Shaker Heights.

Berusch wasn’t finding the right 
place in Larchmere until he realized 
he could build one himself.

“I stumbled upon this site and 
thought, if it’s available, I can make 
a project including an apartment for 
myself.” Currently a two-story wood 
warehouse stands on the lot, which is 
across the street from Big Al’s Diner.

He negotiated an agreement to buy 
the property. 

“And then there was some 
noodling with different development 
concepts,” he says. “I ultimately 
concluded that a mixed-use building 
with an office tenant would be great…
if I could land a tenant.”

At the time of this interview, 
Berusch was in negotiations with 
an office tenant he says would bring 
“a fair number of good-quality jobs 
to the city of Cleveland and would 
be a big boost for the street: more 
eyes, more feet, more buying power 
patronizing Larchmere.”

The plan is for a four-story, 
20,000-square-foot building with 
commercial space on the first three 
floors, apartments on the fourth and 
parking in the back. Berusch expects 
there will be one primary office tenant 

with a small space for a future retailer. 
Berusch describes the future building 
as a “brick, simple, handsome 
structure, good quality, with steel 
and concrete, versus wood framing.” 
He adds, “there hasn’t been a Class 

A office building in a Cleveland 
neighborhood in the longest time.”

The target date to begin 
construction is May 2020, and the 
building is projected to be completed 
in about 12 months.

Pam
ela Zoslov

Shaker Square 
Sale on Hold
Continued from page 1

that are still out there, both with 
merchants and the community,” 
Rubin told NPR’s Ideastream in 
December. “For us, even though 
it’s a civic asset, it’s an investment 
and at some point, my investors 
and I, it’s appropriate for us to sell 
and move on.”

For her part, Kreymerman says 
she believes Shaker Square could 
use a facelift. But it’s important 
for all parties to agree on a plan 
that works for everyone.

“The plan they had just 
wasn’t right for the Square,” said 
Kreymerman. “We will see what 
happens and hopefully we can 
come up with a better plan.”

AREA MERCHANTS: IT’S FREE TO ADD 
YOUR COMPANY TO THIS LIST! GO TO:
shad.org/merchant-discount-form.html 
SHAD will publicize your participation.  

216.791.8000 l benrose.org

ADULT DAY PROGRAM

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES 

FINANCIAL WELLNESS PROGRAMS

MENTAL HEALTH DAY TREATMENT

SOCIAL WORK 

SENIOR CENTERS

SENIOR COMPANIONS

HOME-DELIVERED MEALS

services and programs 
    for older adults and caregivers

S
E

R
V

IC
E

Writer Wanted!
The SHAD Connection is looking for 
a writer to cover news and events of  
the Buckeye Road neighborhood. If 
you would like to share your excellent 
writing skills with our newspaper, 
please send an email to info@shad.org. 
State why you’d like the gig and share 
your writing experience and any 
writing samples.  
Deadline is Monday, March 30, 2020.
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Heard Around the Square
by Margaret Simon 

Spring is in the air and Dewey have 
good news for you! Biggby Coffee and 
Milkster Nitrogen Creamery will 
take over the space on the Square 
vacated by Dewey’s. Opening date is 
sometime in mid-March. The coffee 
shop specializes in made-from-scratch 
coffees and lattes that can be made 
hot or cold and smoothies. Its menu 
features Bragels, a combination of a 
bagel and sandwich, muffins, cookies 
and more.

D.M. Pulley has finished her  
fifth book, entitled “If They Find 
You,” and is forging ahead on her 
sixth book. 

Are you game? In January, Shaker 
Heights resident Steven Oppenheim 
had a two-day run on “Jeopardy.” 
Everyone who gets on the show 
knows a lot. You don’t get through the 
online test and the in-person audition 
without knowledge and speedy 
recall. Ask Shaker Teen Librarian, 
Allison Holley, who appeared on the 
show a few years back. In February, 
Strandhill Road’s Ryan Ciriaco 
battled for a chance to win big bucks 
on the popular NBC game show with 
host Ellen DeGeneres. He wasn’t 
long for the show as he was tethered 
off in the See You Later Alligator 
competition. As he said when he flew 
off, “I didn’t do anything.” I hope he 
got some money for his high flying 
venture.

If music be the food of love play on! In 
February, The Cleveland Institute 
of Music Student Government 
orchestrated a Music for Food Benefit 
Concert at First Baptist Church. 
Armina Robinson’s vocation may be 

nursing but her avocation is looking 
after Winslow Road’s Little Free 
Pantry by reminding the community 
on Facebook when it needs to be 
stocked. The power of one, people, is 
powerful! 

Clark Pope of Pope’s Kitchens 
has a new book, “Pope’s Cocktails at 
Home.” The first printing of the book 
that features 42 cocktail and 10 food 
recipes sold out fast and is now in its 
second printing. 

Dimes change. John Potts is the new  
Director of Finance for the City of 
Shaker Heights. He is a certified 
public accountant and holds a 
certificate in risk management 
assurance. In other areas of 
development, he is Board President 
for the Hanna Perkins Center 
for Child Development in Shaker 
Heights. Congratulations to 
Community Engagement Librarian 
Maggie Killman who will leave 
Shaker Library in March to become 
the Lifelong Learning Manager at 
the Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County. Ware Petznick, 
who served as Executive Director of 
the Shaker Historical Society (SHS)
for the past seven years, stepped down 
to teach at Cleveland State University. 
Welcome Brianna Treleven as the 
new Executive Director at SHS.

Call for Artists! Shaker Library 
invites artists to enter its 21st Annual 
Barbara Luton Art Competition. 
Twenty-one years ago, with seed 
money from Friends of the Shaker 
Library and to honor former 
Library Director, the late Barbara 
Luton, on her retirement, the 

Library established a fund for a 
juried art competition. Now in its 
21st year, the contest is a way for 
artists to enter their work, have it 
reviewed by art jurors, and receive 
affirmation, and sometimes monetary 
prizes. Download an application 
atshakerlibrary.org or pick one up at 
the Library Reference desks. Art will 
be accepted from 3 to 5 p.m. Friday, 
March 6 and from noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 7 at Shaker Library.

Get the red out to keep the schools 
in the black! The Shaker Schools 
Foundation’s A Night for the Red & 
White is set for Saturday, March 7 
at the Hilton Cleveland downtown. 
This year’s party planners are Sarah 
Brandon Bowen, Mity Fowler, 
Lauren Martin and Marla Walker, 
who guarantee a night of dining, 
dancing, student performances 
and a silent auction to support the 
Foundation’s Innovation Fund.

The Shaker Heights chapter of the 
League of Women Voters will present 
Mayor David Weiss, who will provide 
an update on the City of Shaker 
Heights at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 
12 at Main Library. On March 5 the 
League and the Library will sponsor 
a forum on the Health and Human 
Services Levy.

It’s a beautiful place in the 
neighborhood. Consider nominating a 
home-improvement project for a City 
of Shaker Heights 2020 Preservation 
Award. Nominations may be 
submitted for any building in Shaker, 
including homes and apartment 
buildings, commercial buildings and 
other structures. Awards are given for 
retention of original material, exterior 
restoration, excellence in stewardship, 
distinguished landscape and 
architecturally-appropriate additions. 
Deadline for online submissions  
(bit.ly/2BJsAPq) is March 31.

We’re counting on you! April 1 is 
Census and your community is 
counting on you to complete the 
Census. Do it online or from your 
phone. Need wifi or a computer? 
Come to Shaker Library where 
librarians will be on hand to provide 
all the help you’ll need. Join in a 
Census Day Celebration at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 1 at Main Library 

when Shaker resident and 
International Blues musician Sam 
Hooper will perform. The Friends of 
the Library will serve cake and punch.

Speaking truth to power. Meet 
Stephanie Gorton, author of “Citizen 
Reporters: S.S. McClure, Ida Tarbell, 
and the Magazine That Rewrote 
America,” who will speak and sign 
books at Loganberry Books at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 2. 

Where can you really devour a good 
book? At Loganberry Books’ Annual 
Edible Books Festival on Saturday, 
April 4. Have fun cooking up a 
creation based on a classic or a best 
seller. It’ll be suitable for all reading 
and eating tastes!

It’s baaaak! The North Union 
Farmers Market opens from 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, April 4 with a sheep 
shearing and blessing of the market. 
Meet your friends and farmers and 
purchase fresh, local produce. 

Friends of the Shaker Library’s 
Spring Book Sale will be held April 
15 to 19 on the second floor of 
Shaker Library. The Book Sale and 
acceptance of books will go on hiatus 
at the end of the sale while the Main 
Library undergoes renovations.

The Shaker Historical Society 
presents Debbie Weinkamer, 
historian and lead volunteer at the 
James A. Garfield National Historic 
Site in Mentor, Sunday, April 19 
at the Shaker Historical Museum. 
Weinkamer will portray First Lady 
Lucretia Garfield talking about 
The Courtship and Marriage of 
the Garfields. Her 40-minute first-
person portrayal as the wife of our 
20th President will be followed by 
questions and answers.

Need some bloomin’ help with your 
spring plantings? Get free seeds from 
the Shaker Library’s Seed Library. 
Support the Shaker Lakes Nature 
Center at its 37th Annual Plant Sale 
on May 11 or head over to Shaker 
Heights High School PTO Flower 
Sale on May 15 and May 16 or order 
from them online at https://tinyurl.
com/SHHSfs2020

As you plot and plan your gardens, 
grab a cuppa joe at Biggby’s, stroll the 
Square—and keep your ears open for me.
heardaroundthesquare@gmail.com

Chef Eric Wells Cooks 
from the Heart
by Tej Singh

Chef Eric Wells’ business thrives on 
humanitarianism. 

“My clients actually talk to me. We 
get to know each other as I cook for 
them,” said Chef Wells. The couples 
will even share their stories, some of 
which are featured in his new book 
“Cooking Chef Wells: Intimate 
Dinner for Two.”

Born and raised in the Mount 
Pleasant neighborhood, Wells was 
inspired by his mother, Nina Wells, 
whose combination of vegetables, 
herbs and spices turned out delicious 
healthy meals. She became very ill 
and Eric’s family used his mother’s 
insurance to send him to Loretta 
Paganini’s International Culinary Arts 
& Sciences Institute in Chesterland. 
It so happened that Loretta’s husband, 
the Chief Physician at Cleveland 
Clinic, did Nina’s transplant. 

“I see Loretta Paganini as my 
surrogate mother and she has been 
very instrumental in my career. 
Before my mother passed away in 
2003, the last thing she told me was to 
take this gift that I was blessed with to 
the next level,” said Wells.  

His passion to give back to his 
community led to introducing 
moderately priced cooking classes 
in the Kinsman area in 2016. The 
students learn culinary skills, 

Larchmere Gets Physical  
by Ronald E. Kisner

Jessica Dillard wants your body.  
She wants to mold it, shape 

it and ultimately align it into 
perfect mind-body order. Dillard 
is a certified Rolfer who nearly 
six months ago opened her 
Vertical Body Rolfing practice 
on Larchmere Boulevard, nestled 
inside of the Somatic Center, a 
space for dance and movement 
education. 

For the most part, Rolfing, 
particularly in Northeast Ohio, has 
remained under the healing radar. 
That’s surprising given founder Ida 
Rolf, a biochemist and Rockefeller 
Institute Researcher, had been 
experimenting with “structural 
integration” in the 50’s and 60’s and 
established the Rolf Institute in 1971.

“Most of my clients are not  
fully aware of what Rolfing is, so 
there is a great opportunity for 
me to provide some education,” 
explains Dillard.

Essentially, Rolfing is a hands-
on practice of manipulating the 
fascia, a fibrous connective tissue 

whose imbalances in structure 
places demands on our network of 
soft tissue, muscles and ligaments. 

Dillard, 30, who took a 
circuitous route to Larchmere, 
adds: “Rolfing can help relieve 
musculoskeletal pain.” 

Born in Tyler, Texas Dillard – 
as a child – travelled extensively 
with her web designer father 
and her mother, an ordained 
minister, as the pair completed 
independent missionary work. 
Settling in Denver, Colorado she 
discovered “my life’s work” in 
Rolfing, eventually enrolling in 
the Rolf Institute in Boulder. She 
opened a private practice in Denver 
but was drawn to Cleveland to 
join her elder sister, Julie, a dance 
movement therapist. 

Dillard works in an open studio 
bereft of soft, Far East music or 
scented candles. “I want my clients 
to be able to actually listen to their 
bodies.” Massage, she says, centers 
on relaxation and relief of muscle 
discomfort, whereas Rolfing 
“is aimed at improving body 

alignment and function.”
Open all day Sunday, and 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings, a single Rolfing 
session is $120 and the highly 
recommended “recipe” of 10 
sessions is about $1,000.

Squeezing rock climbing, 
cross training, Pilates, 
and her blog “Let’s Keep 
Moving” into her life,

Dillard enthuses, “I  
believe strongly in what  
I do, and want my patients 
leaving me feeling more 
flexible and good.”

Dillard’s Vertical Body 
Rolfing studio is located 
at 13002 Larchmere Blvd. 
verticalbodyrolfing.com 

nutritional information and the 
preparation of four-course meals. 
The dinners are served to their 
participating classmates.  

“If I’m running a class this way, 
if it is not efficient, they pull me 
aside, ‘Chef, maybe we should switch 
and go this way’,” states Chef Wells 
acknowledging their feedback. 
Now the classes have become more 
notable, entertaining and are held at 
CornUcopia Place located at Burten, 
Bell, Carr Development Inc..

Most of all, Chef Wells inspires his 
staff. He does not dictate, but rather 
engages their curiosity and creativity 
to produce spectacular results. His 
sous chef, Uleisa Young, enjoys the 
diversity among the staff. “I love 
seeing people of different ages and 
races because you get new ideas from 
people with different backgrounds” 
said Young. 

Wells has also been a guest chef 
at farmers markets and has been 
heard on radio, seen on television and 
helped in charitable events.  

“We have fun as a company 
because we do many events around 
the city such as the Cleveland Clinic 
Observation Deck at Terminal Tower 
and Harcourt Manor in Cleveland 
Heights,” commented Chef Wells.

For more information visit 
skyelaraes.com.

Office and Medical Suites

On-site management 
Located in Opportunity Zone 
185 surface parking spaces 
Suites from 350 to 12,900 SF 
Minutes to the Cleveland Clinic 
Next to RTA Stop

NOW LEASING
For additional information call 

216-282-0987 
yosemiteenterprisecampus.com

Dillard practices Rolfing, the 
practice of manipulating the 
fascia, on a client.

A GOURMET MARKET
Shop for unique specialty foods, 
imported and domestic cheeses,
premium wines, and more!

WELCOME TO THE BAR
Relax with daily Happy Hour
offering craft cocktails, premium 
wines & spirits, and champagne. 
Serving pates, charcuterie  
boards, and small bites.

FRESH PREPARED FOODS
Enjoy your meal in our Cafe or  
do “Takeaway Gourmet”. 

BRUNCH COMING IN 2020
Saturday and Sunday Brunch 
from 9am – 3pm.

STORE HOURS
Tues. - Sat. 11 am- 10 pm.  
Sun. 11 am -  5 pm. Closed Monday.

20621 Fairmount Boulevard, Shaker Heights, OH 44118 

PicnicHillMarketCafe@gmail.com  l  PicnicHillMarketCafe.com

Foods for the Everyday Gourmet
with Imagination and Good Taste

M E E T  Y O U R  N E W  N E I G H B O R S

PH-Shad-Ad.indd   1PH-Shad-Ad.indd   1 2/7/20   4:46 PM2/7/20   4:46 PM

Chef Eric Wells 
teaches students how 
to cook intimate 
meals for couples 
through community 
cooking classes at 
CornUcopia Place.

M
ichael A

nne Johnson

Eric W
ells

7/31/2017 
B/W ad, 5w x 3h
Any issues with this file, please contact Diana at dp Design 513.389.1335

Saturday, February 8 9am –  1pm
Sunday, February 9 10am  –  1pm

Saturday, March 7 9am  –  1pm
Sunday, March 8 10am  –  1pm

Saturday, April 4 9am  –  1pm
Sunday, April 5 10am  –  1pm

Join SHAD today! 
Your support sustains, maintains, improves & grows our neighborhoods! 

Call 216.421.2100 for details.
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APARTMENT HUNTERS GUIDE
Ambassador 
13700 Fairhill Blvd., Shaker Heights

$450 to $1100; includes heat
75 suites: 13 efficiencies; 20 1-bedroom; 38 2-bedroom;  
4 3-bedroom; garage $40/lot $20; laundry each floor; 
dishwasher & disposal; cats*; intercom entry; cable-ready; 
carpet; first-floor fitness room. 

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

Bonair Apartments   
2550 Kemper Rd., Shaker Heights

$800 to $1125; includes heat & central A/C
45 suites: 11 1-bedroom; 34 2-bedroom w/1½ bath;  
garage $45/lot $30; laundry each floor; cats; intercom 
entry; dishwasher; disposal; hardwood; luxury vinyl; 
renovated countertops.

Sherree Maryash 216.795.1861 
sherree@petrickpropertygroup.com

The Colony Apartments 
2809-2941 Van Aken Blvd. & 13502 Drexmore,  
Cleveland/Shaker Heights

$450 to $950; includes heat & cooking gas
294 suites: efficiencies, 1-bedroom & 2-bedroom;  
garage $40/lot $20; cats*; first-floor laundry; intercom 
entry; dishwasher & disposal; carpet or hardwood floors. 

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

   All units include a refrigerator and stove.

* Some pets have restrictions and/or require a deposit or additional fee

Cormere Apartments 
13302 Cormere Ave., Cleveland/Shaker Heights 

$845 to $1270; includes heat, water; Shaker Hts. schools
31 suites: 7 1 bedroom-914 sq. ft., 12 2 bedroom-1231 sq. ft., 
12 3 bedrooms-1387 sq. ft.; garage $45-70/lot $35, cats*; 
large suites; many new kitchens; hardwood floors; cable-
internet; elevators; security patrol; 24-hour maintenance. 

Leasing Office 216.991.3057; cpm-ltd.com
A Capital Properties Management Ltd.

Fairhill Apartments - East 
13654 Fairhill Rd., Shaker Heights

$800 to $1125; includes heat
19 remodeled suites: 7 1-bedroom; 12 2-bedroom;  
garage $45/lot $30; dishwasher; disposal; basement  
laundry; pets*; intercom entry; hardwood/luxury vinyl 
floors; elevator; fresh paint; newly renovated countertops.

Sherree Maryash 216.795.1861 
petrickpropertygroup.com/rentallistings

Fairhill Place Apartments 
13660 Fairhill Rd., Shaker Heights 

$750 to $925; includes heat, water  
32 suites: 13 1-bedroom; 19 2-bedroom; garage $40/ 
on-street $30; cats; laundry room; intercom entry; 
dishwasher, microwave, window A/C; elevators; cable-
ready; internet; hardwood floors; “Shaker Certified.” 

Montlack Management, day: 216.320.5800/ 
nights/weekends: 216.402.7506; email: info@montlack.com 

The Cormere/The Monty 
2641/2661 North Moreland Blvd., Cleveland

$650 to $1300; includes heat & electric
32 suites: 14 1-bedroom; 12 2-bedroom; 6 3-bedroom; 
garage $40; cats*; basement laundry; intercom entry; 
microwave, dishwasher, disposal; carpet; “Best Constructed 
Apartment Building” by Cleveland Chamber of Commerce.

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

Kemper Courts 
2572 – 2576 Kemper Rd., Shaker Heights

$700 to $1125; includes heat 
35 suites: 17 1-bedroom; 18 2-bedroom
garage $45/lot $30; laundry; pets*; dishwasher, disposal; 
intercom entry; hardwood/luxury vinyl; courtyard; newly 
renovated countertops, fresh paint colors; storage galore. 

Sherree Maryash 216.795.1861 
sherree@petrickpropertygroup.com

Kemper Place Apartments 
2515–2525 Kemper Rd., Shaker Heights

$600 to $1100; includes heat 
95 suites: 43 1-bedroom; 38 2-bedroom; 14 3-bedroom; 
garage $40/lot $20; basement laundry; cats*; intercom 
entry; dishwasher, disposal; cable-ready; carpet; variety  
of floor plans; walk-in closets.

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

The Lakemore Apartments 
2680 North Moreland Blvd, Cleveland

$675 to $850; $50 utility budget heat, water, electric 
50 suites; efficiencies, 1 & 2 bedroom; garage $40; 
basement laundry; cats*; intercom entry; elevator; cable-
ready; dishwasher, disposal; carpet & hardwood floors.

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

Moreland Place Apartments 
2666 North Moreland Blvd., Cleveland

$500 to $825; includes heat  
16 suites: 2 1-bedroom; 14 2-bedroom;  
garage $40; dogs*, cats*; dishwasher, disposal;  
ground floor laundry; intercom entry; cable-ready;  
carpet/hardwood floors. 

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

Shaker Kemper Apartments 
2534-36-38 Kemper Rd., Shaker Heights

$900 to $1125; includes steam heat
20 suites: 20 2-bedroom suites; 1000+ sq. ft. living space; 
garage $45/lot $30; dishwasher; disposal; basement  
laundry; pets*; intercom entry; hardwood/luxury vinyl 
floors; renovated countertops; fresh paint.

Sherree Maryash 216.795.1861
sherree@petrickpropertygroup.com

North Moreland Courts 
2523-79 North Moreland Blvd., Shaker Heights

$600 to $825; includes heat 
72 suites: 40 1-bedroom, 32 2-bedroom w/ 1½ bath 
garage $40; ground floor laundry; cats*; intercom  
entry; cable-ready; carpet/hardwood floors;  
quiet garden-style apartments.  

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

Shakertowne Apartments 
12955 Larchmere Blvd., Shaker Heights

$500 to $625; w/$35 utility budget: heat, A/C,  
electric and water
30 suites: 6 efficiencies; 24 1-bedroom;  
parking lot $20; basement laundry; cats*;  
intercom entry; carpet. 

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

Shaker House/Shaker Town House 
12929 Shaker Blvd., Cleveland

$579 to $980; includes heat; 152 suites: 15 efficiencies; 
113 1-bedroom; 24 2-bedroom; garage $40–$70/lot $35; 
laundry; cats*; intercom entry; cable; internet; roman tubs; 
ceiling fans; hardwood floors; elevators; sundeck; 
security patrol; 24-hour emergency maintenance. 

Leasing Office 216.991.3057x605;  shakerhouseapts.com 
A Capital Properties Management Ltd. Community

Shakerlan 
12635 Larchmere Blvd., Cleveland

$980 to $1900; includes garage parking
14 suites: 7 1-bedroom; 7 2-bedroom newly renovated
suites; in-suite washer/dryer; cats; intercom entry; cable- 
ready; high-speed internet; stainless steel appliances; 
carpet; various floor plans available.  

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com; email: office@montlackrealty.com

Shaker Park East 
2540 North Moreland Blvd., Shaker Heights

$495 to $1664
75 suites: 5 efficiencies; 28 1-bedroom; 39 2-bedroom; 
3 3-bedroom; garage $40/lot $25; dishwasher, disposal; 
laundry; pets*; cable; internet; intercom entry; A/C; sun-
deck; elevators; carpet; security patrol; 24-hr maintenance.

Leasing Office 216.991.3057x605; shakerparkeastapts.com 
A Capital Properties Management Ltd. Community

Shaker Lakes Apartments 
13201-13211 Larchmere, 2580-2590 North 
Moreland Blvd. and 2575-2585 Kemper Rd.

$625 to $850 
71 suites: 36 1-bedroom; 35 2-bedroom; garage $40/ 
lot $20; cats*; ground floor laundry; intercom entry;  
cable-ready; carpet/hardwood; courtyard picnic area.

Montlack Realty 216.421.8400 
montlackrealty.com

Shaker University Apartments 
10955 Shaker Blvd., Cleveland

$495 to $600; includes garage & parking lot 
59 suites: 50 efficiencies; 9 1-bedroom; laundry each floor; 
no pets; disposal; elevator; intercom entry; carpet/ 
hardwood ; large efficiencies or one bedroom with  
tremendous closet space; clean; on-site manager.

216.401.1693 
S & P Management Company

Twenty-Six, Twenty-Six 
2626 North Moreland Blvd., Cleveland

$565 to $825; includes heat, cooking gas  
24 suites: 20 1-bedroom, 4 2-bedroom; garage $55/ 
lot $35; basement laundry; no pets; cable-ready; dish-
washer, disposal; carpet/hardwood; intercom entry;  
ceiling fans; all renovated units; no smoking building.

Sylvia Kaye 216.371.1229  
k-property.com; email: at kproperty@att.net  

Shaker View 
2566 Kemper Rd., Shaker Heights

$750 to $1125; includes steam heat 
16 suites: 13 1-bedroom, 3 2-bedroom; renovated units 
garage $45/lot $30; basement laundry; cats; dishwasher, 
disposal; bay windows in front units; intercom entry;  
hardwood  & luxury vinyl floors. 

Sherree Maryash 216.795.1861 
sherree@petrickpropertygroup.com

Shaker Square Area Development 
Corp. produced this publication 
through financial support from the 
participating apartment owners.

CALL NOW (216) 421-8400
12000 Fairhill Road  
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

www.montlackrealty.com

SSUUIITTEESS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE
Shaker Heights

Cleveland Heights

Lakewood

Cleveland

•  Large 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 

•  Walking distance to CWRU,

Shaker Square and RTA

•  Refinished Kitchens

•  Hardwood Floors

•  Parking

•  Laundry Facilities

•  Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together sunny, 

spacious, superbly 

maintained and 

well located 

apartments!”

Apartment Homes Serving the
Shaker Square & Larchmere Areas

SHAKER PARK EAST 
2540 NORTH MORELAND

SHAKER HEIGHTS

THE SHAKER HOUSE & 
SHAKER TOWN HOUSE

12805/12931 SHAKER BLVD.
CLEVELAND

THE CORMERE
13302 CORMERE AVENUE

CLEVELAND
For details visit us online at

www.cpm-ltd.com
Office at 12929 Shaker Blvd. Cleveland

(216) 991-3057

Although Shaker Square Area Development Corp. 
(SHAD) attempts to limit participation in our Rental 
Connection Program to apartment buildings that 
satisfy a number of basic maintenance standards, 
SHAD does not represent or endorse the condition of 
any property included in this Guide. 

Any and all information provided to SHAD in this 
Guide is subject to change. Shaker Square Area 
Development Corp. takes care to provide current and 
accurate information, but SHAD disclaims any and all 

Community Events
North Union Farmers Market  Buy 
local produce and other products every 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon, outside from 
April through December and inside, from 
January through March.

Larchmere PorchFest  Every June, 
people gather to watch local bands 
from a variety of genres perform on 
Larchmere neighborhood porches. 

Garlic Festival  Celebrate garlic at this 
annual summer event. Presented by the 
North Union Farmers Market, attendees 
enjoy garlic-themed food prepared by 
local chefs, cooking demonstrations, live 
music and other fun activities. 

Rock the Blocks  Kick off summer  
with this annual block party that includes 
a parade, kids activities, food and 
entertainment.

For Everyone
Atlas movie theater, Cleveland City Dance, 
antique shops, Wolfs Gallery, Corcoran 
Fine Arts Gallery, Fiddlehead Gallery, 
Larchmere Imports, Larchmere Fire Works, 
Marc Goodman’s Antique Mall, Loganberry 
Books, Our Favorite Things Too Boutique, 
Topnotch Golf & Racquet, A Cultural 
Exchange, Our Lady of Peace,  
Plymouth Church, Holy Grove Baptist 
Church, The Dancing Sheep, Strong 
Bindery, Fine Points, boutiques, and more! 

Health & Fitness.
Cleveland Skating Club, Abide Yoga, The 
Somatic Center, Lake-to-Lakes Trail, Fairhill 
Partners classes, Vertical Body Rolfing 
and Nola Movement, Willow Cove Art & 
Wellness Boutique. 

Concert on the Square  Pack a picnic 
basket and join the Shaker Square 
community every Saturday evening in the 
summer for a concert on the Square.

Larchmere Holiday Stroll  This annual 
event takes place Thanksgiving weekend. 
Merchants usher in the holiday season with 
music, shopping and free carriage rides.  

First Fridays  Experience Larchmere after 
hours as shops and restaurants extend 
their hours.

The Larchmere Festival  This street 
fair celebrates the essence of Larchmere 
with arts and antiques, crafts, food, 
entertainment, music and dance.

Larchmere Sidewalk Sales  Shop  
bargain-priced merchandise and discover 
the neighborhood’s restaurants.

Neighborhood Dining
Academy Tavern, Balaton Restaurant, 
Baba Yaga’s Greenhouse Cafe,  
Barroco Arepa Bar & Concert Cafe, 
Batuqui Brazilian Restaurant,  
Big Al’s Diner, Captain Tony’s Pizza and 
Pasta Emporium, Edwins Leadership & 
Restaurant Institute, Felice Urban Cafe, 
Fire Food & Drink, Flying Cranes Cafe, 
Juice Up, Sasa, Larchmere Tavern,  
Señor Tequila Mexican Grill & Cantina, 
Subway, The Three Aprons Bakery  
& Cafe, Yours Truly, UnBAR Cafe,  
Zanzibar Soul Fusion  

Convenient Grocery
Dave’s Supermarket, North Union 
Farmers Market, Edwin’s Butcher Shop & 
Bakery, DiVita’s Larchmere Deli & Beverage

Everyday Amenities
Shaker Square Dry Cleaning & Tailoring, 
Alina’s Tailoring, H&R Block, PNC Bank, 
US Bank, Christopher Amira Studio, Look 
Studio, Martel Salon, Flawless Barber 
Academy, Rebecca’s Barbershop, Allstarz 
Barbershop,Polished Professionals 
Barbershop, Shaker Quality Auto, CVS, 
Shaker Square Animal Hospital, Groovy 
Grooming Pet Spa, A Touch of Rain Nail 
Spa, Pet Wants, and more!

liability for any errors, inaccuracies or omissions found 
in this Guide. This Guide is printed one time per year. 
Additional information regarding rental properties can 
be found at shad.org. 
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Up and Down the Boulevard

by Barbara Mooney

International Women’s Day 2020
March 8 is 
International 
Women’s 
Day and 
Fiddlehead 
Gallery is 
also paying 
homage. 
Along with 
Willow 
Cove Art 
& Wellness 
Boutique 
Fiddlehead 
is hosting a 

“Sister Circle” 
March 17, 
April 21 and May 19 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wellness, healing activities and art 
expression are the topics of discussion. 
Fiddlehead will hold live model 
drawing programs on March 29, 
April 26 and May 24 from 4 to 6 p.m. 
($10). Also, makers can use their own 
recycled materials at the First Friday 
Craft Night from 5 to 9 p.m. March 6, 
April 3 and May 1 ($5).

The Dancing Sheep is continuing 
its “Celebrating Women in 2020” 
series on the heels of a successful 
author presentation by former 
Clevelander Helen Tomlinson in 
January. On March 6-8, the gift and 
clothing shop will present “Loud 
Ladies” by artist Elisa Drumm, an 
exhibition of wood painted portraits 
inspired by the 2017 Women’s 
March on Washington. Owner 
Lynne Alfred says she’s working on 
an April program to coincide with 
the Ensemble Theatre’s premiere 
of “Invisible” by local playwright 
Cindy Dettelbach, that’s about how 
society tends to make older women 

“invisible in plain sight.” And on 
May 9, the store will present “Living 
on the Moon,” a play by Molly 
McFadden that examines a daughter’s 
relationship with her mother who is 
suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease.

Larchmere Business Openings
The January opening of UnBAR 
Cafe and Nola Movement near 
East 127th Street has brought a 
renewed vitality to the northwest 
portion of the boulevard’s retail 
district. Meanwhile, merchants, 

restaurants and event organizers are 
bringing back beloved annual events 
as they prepare for a hectic summer 
schedule.

UnBAR Cafe, a coffee shop and 
non-alcoholic bar, opened January 
20 on a surprisingly springlike 
winter morning with “great foot 
traffic. We felt very supported by the 
community,” owner Melissa Hirsch 
says. A segment on WKYC-TV’s 

“First Look” program and an article 
on cleveland.com helped to get the 
word out that very day. 

UnBAR shares its space with Nola 
Movement, which had a successful 
first Zumba class a few days later. 
The shop’s “good vibes only” and 
“Make Today a Great Day” are 
working!

Annual Larchmere Events
Spring will bring visitors for 
other Larchmere annual events, 
including the 21st Larchmere 
Community Plant Sale, happening 
Saturday, May 9, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on the corner of East 130th 
and Larchmere, by Shaker Quality 
Auto Body. They will have annuals, 
perennials, pots, flats and hanging 
baskets to welcome spring. The 
sale will also include veggies, herbs, 
houseplants and Mother’s Day 
gifts. The Mother’s Day weekend 
purchase “does double duty, as all 
proceeds benefit LCA (Larchmere 
Community Association) activities. 
As always, you are asked to pre-

Spring promises to be a wonderfully active and exciting  
season for the merchants and residents of Larchmere. 

order by Friday, May 1 to receive 
a 10 percent discount. However, to 
celebrate the new 2020 decade, first-
time pre-orderers will receive an 
additional $2.20 off orders that are 
over $20.20. You may get pre-order 
forms at Loganberry Books, Harvey 
Rice Library and other spots in the 
community beginning March 25.

For more info, forms or to 
contribute your time and talents, 
email larchmereplantsale@ameritech.
net, visit Larchmere.com, or call 
216.269.9060. 

Another big Saturday event this 
spring is the Larchmere Merchant 
Association Sidewalk Sale on  
May 30, Memorial Day weekend. 
Along with arts and crafts vendors 
and food booths, Larchmere 
merchants will get a chance to 
interact with their neighbors and 
highlight special promotions. 
Eclectic Eccentric will kick-off 
a 50 percent-off sale of its fall and 
winter vintage clothing, giving 
more space for spring and summer 
fashions, says owner Tracey Hilbert. 
Her neighbors, Marc Goodman 
Antiques and Monarch Boutique 
will celebrate the first anniversary of 
a relocation project that made them 
next-door neighbors. “It’s been a very 
good cross-pollination,” says Mr. 
Goodman. 

Lisa McGuthry of Our Favorite 
Things Boutique is also celebrating 
the renovation of her space to 
accommodate a multitude of events, 
parties, and a Girls Night Out every 
third Friday of the month. She’s 
also offering a six-week course for 
entrepreneurs “Vision to Provision” 
starting April 1. In addition to all 
this, she recently launched a ride-
sharing service (Wholehearted 
Services) while she’s also busy 
mentoring early-stage entrepreneurs. 
Under her tutelage, local resident 
Mary P. Wells is launching her 
“One Word Encourage Journal: 
God’s Word A-Z for Victory,” a 
journal that was inspired by her 
battle with cancer. 
Book Signings
Two book signings at Loganberry 
Books this spring will also be the 
Cleveland book launches for two 
local authors. Susan Petrone, who 
worked at Loganberry and still runs 
its monthly Bucket List Book Club, 
launches her much-anticipated “The 
Heebie-Jeebie Girl” with a signing 
on April 23 at 7 p.m. The story is 
told by the narrative voices of four 

Ludlow Community 
Association Monthly Meetings  
The Ludlow Community Association 
(LCA) community meetings are 
currently held the third Tuesday of 
alternate months at 7 p.m. (ending 
promptly at 8:30 p.m.) at the Ludlow/
PEP School (corner of Ludlow 
and Southington). The bi-monthly 
community meetings feature 
sharing of community news and 
resident issues, safety reports from 
both Cleveland and Shaker Heights 
police officers, and occasional special 
speakers. Look for the posting of LCA 
yard signs in the neighborhood as 
reminders of the meetings. The next 
meeting is Tuesday, March 31.

For LCA Membership
information visit ludlowcommunity.
org and LCA’s Facebook page.

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorneyttorney AndAnd Counselor Atounselor At lAwAw

The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Ave. • Cleveland, Ohio 44103

(216) 881-9675 • FAX (216) 881-3928

characters,: one being a desperate 
young man who’s thrown out of 
work by the shuttering of a steel mill; 
a girl with magical mental powers 
and her Uncle Joe, and the city of 
Youngstown itself adds interjections. 
“Youngstown is my second home in 
a lot of ways. Both of my parents are 
from there,” says Ms. Petrone, who 
grew up in Cleveland Heights, lives 
in South Euclid and is in charge 
of marketing for the Cleveland 
International Piano Competition 
as her day job.” The story is loosely 
based on a cousin who was able to 
pick the winning lottery number … 
a lot.”

A steel mill in Cleveland is the 
setting of another much-anticipated 
book that Loganberry is presenting. 
On April 25 at 4 p.m., local author 
Eliese Goldbach will sign books and 
discuss “RUST: A Memoir of Steel 
and Grit”. Mr. Giffels, who wrote 
the cover blurb for “The Heebie-
Jeebie Girl,” will be on hand to lead 
that discussion.

Come early for other Loganberry 
activities on April 25, which is 

“Independent Bookstore Day.”

Owner Eyes Up Larchmere

Doug Katz Brings Israel  
to Cedar-Fairmount

By Pamela Zoslov

“They don’t make 
them like this 
anymore,” Avon 
Verduyn remarks 
as he caresses a 
sturdy wood post 
in the building he 
bought last April at 
12100 Larchmere. 
After purchasing 
the building, 
the Larchmere 
entrepreneur had 
the interior entirely 
gutted. “We filled 
six dumpsters and 
ripped out all the electrical  
and gas.” 

He explains the renovation 
strategy. “The best thing is to get 
it back to the bones Gutting it is 
more expensive in the beginning, 
and you have to find somebody 
who will build it back out, but in 
the long run, it’s better; people 
don’t have to wonder what’s 
underneath it.” The renovation 
revealed the building’s fine 

“bones.” Verduyn is invested, 
professionally and personally, in 
the neighborhood. He previously 
bought and renovated the adjacent 
building that is the site of Baba 
Yaga Greenhouse Café and Three 
Aprons Bakery. He lives in that 
building, which also houses his 
technology company and bed-
and-breakfast for international 
medical professionals. Verduyn is 
seeking the right tenant for the 
approximately 2,100-square-foot 
building at 12100.

One side of the building, which 
was occupied by carryout eateries, 
has a kitchen, and Verduyn 
believes the space would be ideal 

for a restaurant. With that in mind, 
he has created a restaurant floor 
plan, which sits on an easel in the 
front window. 

“I could also split [the building] 
back up in one, two, or three 
spaces,” he suggests, “and maybe 
[have] a small catering business out 
of the one side with the kitchen, 
maybe offices on the other side or 
some type of retail.” 

He expects there will be 
synergy with his properties and 
new developments like the 121 
Larchmere 88-unit apartment 
building going up across the street. 

After living downtown and 
in Shaker Heights, Verduyn was 
drawn to Larchmere because of  
its blend of urbanity – the 

“destination restaurants with 
foreign flair” – and neighborliness.

“It’s one of the few areas in 
Cleveland that is still family-
oriented, where you can live with 
little kids. On the street, everyone 
knows each other. That kind of 
cohesiveness,” he reflects,” it’s  
very nice.”

SATURDAY, MAY 9 
9:30AM–1PM

MEMBERS ONLY PREVIEW
8:30AM–9:30AM

JOIN US AND SHOP 
the area’s largest selection of hard-to-find  
native plants, perennials, edibles and annuals.  
Featuring the always popular homegrowns  
section: plants grown, lovingly cared for, and 
donated by expert local gardeners.  

S H A K E R L A K E S .O R G
#S H A K E R L A K E S

2600 South Park Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44120  •  216.321.5935

ANNUAL  
PL ANT

38th

SALE All proceeds benefit the Nature Center and support our mission  
of conservation, stewardship, and environmental education.

•   E N T E R TA I N M E N T   •   P L A N T  E X P E R T S   •   C H I L D R E N ’ S  C R A F T   •   

by Jason Novak

Cedar-Fairmount has a new flavor, 
one of Mediterranean spices and 
the rich culinary culture of Israel. 
Zhug – pronounced “Zoog,” for the 
uninitiated – is the brainchild of 
Shaker Square’s chef-extraordinaire 
Doug Katz, who also owns the Fire 
restaurant. 

“The whole idea is to introduce 
people to a new way of eating,” 
explains Katz. “Even the name 
gives you the expectation that 
it’s something new, something 
different.”

That name, Zhug, is a type of 
Serrano chili paste that is popular  
in Israeli and Middle Eastern 
cuisine. The condiment is served  
to every table at the restaurant  
along with bread.

Katz says, “we chose the name 
because we didn’t want people to 
have any preconceived notions.” 
With Zhug, Katz hopes to set his 
restaurant apart from the various 
other Mediterranean restaurants  
in the area.

In order to achieve this 
authentically ethnic taste, Katz has 
done his research. He has travelled 
to the Middle East, sampling the 
various spices both for his Fire 
restaurant and his Fire Spice 
Company. His experience with these 
spices inspired him to go further 
with them, and this led him to 
Tel Aviv. “They had such amazing 
food,” Katz says. “We [Katz and his 
Director of Operations] went to 20 

restaurants in Tel Aviv. Then, last 
year, we went to Morocco.” 

His journeys didn’t only take him 
across the ocean. He recently went 
to New Orleans, a city known for 
its spice and boasting a surprising 
number of Israeli and Middle  
Eastern restaurants.

The menu at Zhug is slowly 
expanding, but Katz definitely has 
a favorite item. “We have curried 
lamb, with apricot hummus and 
lemon sauce. It’s served with clay 
bread with herbs and cilantro, and,  
of course, zhug. You can spread it  
on a plate and eat it with the 
bread… it adds an extra boost of 
flavor.”

Zhug opens daily at 4 p.m., 
though Katz hopes to open the 
restaurant Sunday mornings for 
brunch soon. 

Zhug is at 12413 Cedar Rd. 
in Cleveland Heights. More 
information at zhugcle.com.

Reuben Harris, Jr. – Agent
23360 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 101
Beachwood, OH 44122
Bus 216-731-6111
Email reuben@reubenharris.com
www.reubenharris.com

Contact us for ALL your insurance needs!

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers
Asphalt & Concrete, Masonry, Roofing, 
Siding, Gutters, Windows; Kitchen & Baths

Gary Wisniewski, President
1481 Warrensville Center Rd  South Euclid, OH 44121
216-392-1335     Fax 216-397-6349 
class1pavers@sbcglobal.net   www.class1pavers.com

LOOK FOR 
THE A+ 
BBB LOGO!

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Pam
ela Zoslov

Photos courtesy of D
oug Katz
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REBECCA’S
SHAKER BARBER SHOP

12808 Larchmere Blvd.12808 Larchmere Blvd.  

Open Wednesday 
through Saturday  
9am to 2pm

Closed Sunday, Monday Closed Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesdayand Tuesday

216/229-3057

Strong
Bindery

Book 
Restoration

216-231-0001
13015 Larchmere Blvd., Shaker Hts.

Peter Cardello

Barbara M
ooney

New Business Openings 
Around Town

Biggby Coffee 

Biggby Coffee is finally open 
on Fairmount Circle. The 
new coffee shop offers cups 
of joe in a variety of flavors, 
lattes, teas, smoothies, a kids 
drink menu and a selection  
of breakfast items that 
includes sandwiches and 
pastries. Owner Michael Ren 
says that the Shaker Square 
location is set to open 
sometime in mid-March.

Pictured (left to right) Biggby 
Coffee Regional Representative 
Moe Charara and Michael Ren, 
franchise owner of the Shaker 
Heights and Shaker Square 
locations

Picnic Hill

Picnic Hill opened on  
January 28 on Fairmount 
Circle in the former Rini 
Rego grocery store location. 
The specialty food market 
offers prepared foods and a 
full-service bar.

In February, the market 
rolled out its monthly 
themed “Monday Night 
Dinner,” with the first being 
a prelude to mardi gras, 
which includes a five course 
creole dinner with wine pairings 
($80 per person). The menu will 
be French Quarter Garden Salad 
(roasted beets, rainbow baby carrots, 
charred fennel, and arugula), lobster 
thermidor (butter-poached lobster 
in a creole beurre blanc served in the 
shell), gumbo z’herbes (blackened 

CMHA in Early Stages to 
Redevelop Woodhill Homes
by Thomas Jewell 

Local officials could know by early 
spring if they will receive $35 
million in initial funding from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) for 
an overhaul of the aging Woodhill 
Homes subsidized apartment 
complex.

In November, the Cuyahoga 
Metropolitan Housing Authority 
(CMHA) applied for one of a half-
dozen grants awarded through 
HUD’s “Choice Neighborhoods” 
program.

That’s still only a drop in 
the bucket for a $400 million 
transformation envisioned by 
planners and residents alike over the 
next decade for the barracks-style 
public housing complex of nearly 
500 units built in 1939.

Plans call for replacing those 
with fewer apartments and lower 
density at the existing site off 
Woodland Avenue, as well as adding 
new market-rate townhomes to the 
mix, using some city-owned lots 
that include the former Buckeye-
Woodland school property.

“It’s all funding-dependent,” said 
CMHA Choice Neighborhoods 
Administrator Indigo Bishop. “The 
earliest we’d turn dirt would be the 
end of 2021 or the start of 2022.”

Either way, the City of Cleveland 
has already committed $15.5 million 
for infrastructure improvements 
including changes to the existing 
streetscape and “grid changes, so 
that it’s not one giant ‘super-block’ 
with a lot of dead-ends,” Bishop said.

The surrounding neighborhood, 
located about 1.5 miles from Shaker 

Square, will be spread out more, 
with some city parkland added. 
One of the fixtures that will be 
kept is the community center that 
has been obscured for 80 years by 
the original building configuration.

At least one of the large multi-
family apartment buildings would 
be geared toward seniors, a feature 
they don’t currently have, with 
older residents currently being 
interspersed throughout the 
Woodhill complex.

The Cleveland Foundation also 
kicked in $150,000 last year to help 
CMHA create a comprehensive 
master plan for the former 
Woodhill Estates, including 
some funding for resident-led 
projects and input sessions on 
what they’d like to see in the new 
neighborhood.

“Our residents have been 
very involved,” noted CMHA 
Director of Marketing and 
Communications Cortney 
Crockett. “There has been a lot 
of public engagement and a lot 
of meetings. And the rest of the 
time, we’re working on getting the 
financing together.”

Bishop has also been attending 
the monthly meetings at Morning 
Star Baptist Church convened by 
Cleveland City Councilman Blaine 
Griffin, a big supporter of the 
proposed redevelopment, as well 
as community nights at the new 
Sunbeam School in Larchmere on 
Thursday evenings.

 

Services We Offer: 
• Minor Automotive Repair 

• Major Automotive Repair 

• Auto Body Repair 

• Auto Collision Repair 

• Computer Diagnostics and 

Repair 

• Emissions Related 

Diagnostics and Repair 

• Air Conditioning and 

Heating Repair 

• Oil Changes and Lube 

• Windshield Replacement             

and Repair 

• Transmission Repair 

• Engine Repair 

• Exterior Wash 

• Tire Services-Wheel 

Balance and Alignment 

• Suspension Work 

• Antifreeze, Transmission 

Fluid, 

• And Oil Flush Services 

• Charging System and 

Battery Repair 

• Serpentine, Timing Belt 

and Accessories 

•  Belt Replacements 

• Brake Repair and 

Replacement 

• Tune Ups 

• Fuel System Diagnostics 

and Repair 

• Vehicle Inspections 

• Cooling System Repair 

• Lighting System 

• Interior Detailing and 

Shampooing 

 

 

 

Shaker Quality Auto Body 
12916 Larchmere Blvd. 
Cleveland, OH 44120 

(216)229-7846 
Monday –Friday 8am -5pm 

“Since 1972”

Larchmere Boulevard  
One block north of Shaker Square 
www.larchmere.com 
216.421.2100 

12712 Larchmere Blvd. I Cleveland, OH 44120 I 216.229.5770 I dancingsheepcle.com 
Mon-Fri 11am to 6 pm I Sat 11am to 5 pm I Sun 1 pm to 5 pm (parking in rear)

A play with 

music and 

puppetry 

examining 

Molly’s rela-

tionship with 

her mother

who was suf-

fering from 

Alzheimer’s.

  May 9  I  Molly McFadden
“Living on the Moon”

Sat., 5/9     2:00-5:00
Performance at 3:00, discussion to follow 

Sat., 3/7    1:00-4:00    
Don Drumm Studios, Akron

     

 March 6-8  I   Elisa Drumm
                   “Loud Ladies”

Inspired by  

“the thousands 

of fabulously 

‘loud ladies’ at  

the Women’s  

March on Wash-

ington,” each of 

Elisa’s wood 

painted portraits 

have a story.

Celebrating Women!

Portraits here through 3/31
Fri., 3/6     5:30-7:30   I   Sun., 3/8  1:00-5:00

DS_971
Spring Connection Ad
2 columns x 5 inches

January 28, 2020

A 2020 series honoring the 100th Anniversary of women getting the right to vote and        
creation of the League of Women Voters, with a portion of sales proceeds going to CWRU’s 

Flora Stone Mather Center for Women, the Cleveland LWV and/or Ensemble Theater. 

In December, EDWINS Leadership 
& Restaurant Institute opened 
the EDWINS Bakery & Training 
Center. Located at 13106 Buckeye 
Road, just blocks from Shaker 
Square, the 2,900-square-foot space 
serves as a diner, bakery and training 
ground for hands-on education 
and work experience, allowing 
EDWINS’ formerly incarcerated 
students to gain foundational 
culinary and hospitality industry 
skills. The Bakery, like EDWINS’ 
fine French eatery and Butcher Shop, 
is the continuation of the vision and 
mission of EDWINS founder and 
CEO, Brandon Chrostowski.

EDWINS Bakery offers freshly 
baked goods, coffees and a diner 
style menu sourced from high 
quality European ingredients, and 
house-made and cured meats from 
the EDWINS Butcher Shop next 
door. Cookies, brownies, pain au 
chocolate, macaroons, lemon bars 
and Zoss’s famous palmiers highlight 
the bakery menu. Artisanal fresh 
bread is baked on-site in a state-of-
the-art Polin Italian oven including a 
selection of baguettes and sourdough 
to seven grain, honey whole 
wheat and country breads, such as 
Krustenkrona. 

The diner menu features 
items like corned beef hash with 
a poached egg and corned beef 
from the EDWINS Butcher 
Shop, pancakes, French toast and 
crepes, both sweet and savory. An 
“EDWINS Omelette” is loaded with 
chorizo, also fresh from next door, 
caramelized onions, gruyere cheese 
and topped with spicy crème fraiche. 
Coffee options include espresso, 
latte, cappuccino, mocha and tea 
while all drinks, aside from espresso, 
are served in two sizes, small 12 
ounces or large 16 ounces.

In addition to helping students 
gain vital culinary skills and 
employment, the EDWINS Bakery 

EDWINS Bakery & Training Center 
Opening

is part of the solution to the food 
desert issues that plague parts of 
Cleveland, including the Buckeye 
neighborhood where the shop is 
located.

The bakery is open six days a 
week, Tuesday through Sunday and 
closed on Mondays. The bakery 
hours are 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tuesday –   
Friday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. on Sunday. 

The diner is open 7 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Tuesday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Customers may also find 
EDWINS Bakery on Uber Eats.

For more information: 
edwinsrestaurant.org/bakery or call 
216.675.0896.

pork tenderloin over braised 
greens), creole boeuf (creole spiced 
braised beef short rib over truffled 
cauliflower puree) and praline 
beignets.

On March 7th, they will start 
offering brunch on Saturday and 
Sunday from 10am – 3pm.

Larchmere Fire Works
Blacksmithing. Glassblowing. Fusing

Classes. Demonstrations. Parties
216.246.4716

12406 Larchmere Blvd
Cassidy Anderson/Blacksmith 

Tina Haldiman-Brock/Glassblower
            *we don’t sell fireworks

All types of Alterations for
Kids ◆ Men’s and Women’s

Clothing
Plus...

Slip Covers ◆ Pillows ◆ Curtains
Tablecloths, etc.

Tuesday to Friday:
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

(216) 791-1865
12808 Larchmere Blvd.

 Loganberry Books 
13015 Larchmere Blvd  216.795.9800 

 
Edible Books Festival  April 4 

Independent Bookstore Day  April 25 
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Heating  /  Cooling  /  Plumbing  /  Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems  

Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462 

generations of family experience. 
Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann. 

VEHbrothers.com     
932-975521

6

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Heights

Tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor per 
system; parts and labor for repairs additional. 
Discount valid during normal workday hours 
only (M-F; 8-3:30). One discount per visit. Valid 
on standard A/C set-ups only; excludes attic 
systems. Expires 7/31/20

Air Conditioning
Tune-Up Special89$

Bill

Chris

5

• Unique Jewelry

• In-House Repair

• Custom Designs

• Engagement Rings

• GIA Certified Diamonds

• Antique Restoration

• Appraisals & Restringing

516 E. Washington St., Chagrin Falls

JacksonGreyJewelers.com

440.247.5600

Mon & Fri 10-5  •  Tues & Wed 10-5:30
Thurs 10-7 •  Sat 10-4

Over 30 years of  experience!


